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aA Melville Street, Hawthorn, Victoria 


East Kew Tram Passes Corner, opposite Vogue Theatre. 


Phone: Hawthorn 4465 


Please make Money Orders and Postal Notes payable at North Hawthorn Post Office. 


BARGAINS — BARGAINS — BARGAINS 


Hallicrafter S38 Receiver, six valves, four bands 550 Ke. 
to 32 Mce., noise limiter, b.f.o., band-spread. 11¢ volt AC 
A good second set. As traded 0 0. 0.0 ke £5 


BC348 Receiver, six bands, 150 Ke. to 18 Me. less broad- 
cast band coverage. Converted to 6 volt operation. Less 
power supply and speaker........ .... ... ... ... £37/10/- 


Command Receivers 3-6 Mc. Complete with valves, less 
MENECMOLOL Se ED Hake, Le £8 


Radio Compass MN26C. Complete in carton. Coverage: 
P5OMINeMtOsl, DOOIKC es, entero esi £18 


Bendix Radio Receiver RALOFA, four bands: 150 to 500 
Ke., 2.5 to 5 Me., 2.5 to 5 Me., 3 to 10 Mc. Complete 
with AC power supply, less dial and speaker, £17/10/- 


SCR522 Transmitter Section, has two tested 832s, modu- 
lator two 12A6s .... 2.00... 2 Our Price £12/10/- 


WANTED TO BUY: 
9 or 18 volt input I.F.F. Genemotors for 15/- each 


Meissner Frequency Standard, 200 Kce.-50 Ke.-10 Ke. 
Contains 1LN5 xtal osc., 1LN5 buffer amp., 1291 50 Ke. 
M/V, 1291 10 Ke. M/V, 3Q5 1st output amp., 3Q5 2nd 
output amp. Xtal frequency is 200 Ke. Complete with 
Instruction Book, spare set of valves and xtal. £32/10/- 


Transceiver TR1143. English version of the 522. Con- 
tains: LORValVES so S MOW a5 ae ends Sean bog nesmeaeas £10 


Hammarlund plug-in coil units, contains two variable 
condensers, coil formers, etc. Price ....... .... .... £3/10/- 


ASSORTED CRYSTALS AVAILABLE — 
IN AND OUT OF ALL BANDS — 


Kingsley FM Adaptor, 455 Ke. Transformer, Complete 
with valves Licks re a aaa Bee meh he £4 


New 24-volt Letch Ariel change-over Relays, ea. 21/- 


Relays, 24 volt, single contact ... 2.0 0.0 0... each 2/6 


a? 


100 Watt Transmitter, rack and panel, three-stage, 
operating on 6 metre band. Separate power supplies for 
exciter and final stages. 50 watt modulator using 807s 
in Class AB1. Metered stages. Tried and proved, £40 


25 Watt Transmitter: Two stages, 6V6 tritet osc. into 807 
in final. Modulator, 6SJ7 speech amp. transformer 
coupled to pair of 6N%s in Class B. 30 watt “ABAC” 
Modulation Transformer, meter switched stages. Con- 
tained in black crackle cabinet. Uses plug-in coils. Less 
power supply and microphone. Smart appearance and 
performs: Wellies)... nc ee eo 


Teleradio Transmitter Type 18J6798. Similar to the 3BZ. 
12 volt vibrator supply. Phone or C.W. Condition is 
BS) NeW 7 ie sakes nur secant gy PENSE ca £22/10/- 


Tube Special—7193s, 5/- each 


New Meters—0-500 microamps. ......... .... .... £1/2/6 


New Meters—0-1 Ma. full scale, square type . .... 32/6 


New Meters—0-40 0-120 Ma., separate connection £1/2/6 ~ 


VALVES, Tested, Out of Disposals Gear 


5/- each—Bargain Price—CV6/7193, 6H6, 6SH’. 


10/- each—2X2, 6C8G, 6G6, 6K1, 6X5, 12A6, 12AH7, 
12SG7, 1235, 879, 1629, 9003, 954, 955, 956, 
HY615. \ 


10/- each—Metal: 6SS7, 12SJ7, 12SK7, 12SR7. 


10/- each—Locktal type: 7G7, 7¥4, 7E6, 7A8, 7W%7, 7N7. 
7A4, %7F7, 1299, 1291, 1203A, 1201, 1LA6. 
1LD5, 1LN5, 28D7. 


12/6 each (new): 45, 6C4, 617. 

15/- each—6SN7, 6SL7, 6AC7. 

20/- each—6J6 (new), American 807. 
50/- each—832. 


A large variety of 2 volt Battery Valves are also in stock. 


Packing Charge on all goods over 10 Ibs. in weight, 5/- extra. 


WANTED TO BUY—RADIO PARTS, VALVES, TRANSFORMERS, RECEIVERS, TRANSMITTERS, ETC. 
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EDITORIAL 


* 
A.O.C.P. Examination by the Quiz Method? 


The introduction in New Zealand 
of the “quiz” type of examination for 
candidates sitting for the Amateur 
Operator’s Certificate of Proficiency 
is, in the opinion of those who have 
investigated it, a very fair system 
by which to judge a candidate’s abil- 
ity and knowledge of his subjects. 
As many of us know, the system was 
used to advantage in the Services 
and has also found favour in Educa- 
tional Departments, both in this 
country and abroad. 


The system, correctly designed and 
operated, not only conveys to the 
examiner the information he requires 
regarding a candidate’s knowledge, 
but it substantially reduces the 
amount of correcting work involved 
in a written examination, and quick- 
ly indicates whether a _ candidate 
really knows his work even if he is 
unable to put it on paper in precise 
words. 


Years ago when the science of wire- 
less comniunication was in its in- 
fancy compared to the present high 
standard, a number of questions with 
two or three alternative questions 
was deemed sufficient to gauge a 
candidate’s knowledge. But today the 
old system is inadequate to cover the 
phases of the art, included in the 
standard required for the A.O.C.P. 
Some candidates who, by circum- 
stances of learning; happened to 
have studied closely the few sub- 
jects chosen by the examiner, fail 
despite a wider knowledge, because 
they concentrated their studies on 
subject matter not included in the 
examiner’s questions. 


In seven questions it is obviously 
impossible to cover the knowledge 
required by the candidate. From the 
candidate’s point of view it is just 
as difficult for him to keep in his 
mind the full range of knowledge of 
transmission and reception as is re- 
quired of him to sit for the A.O.C.P. 
Why then should he not have the 
opportunity to bring to his mind un- 
der the beneficial “quiz” method the 
correct answer to a given question? 
If he knows his work he will answer 
correctly. If he doesn’t know his 
work he will answer incorrectly or 
he will guess. He may guess right— 
he may guess wrong—but the system 
correctly presented will leave little 
doubt in the mind of the examiner 
concerning the ability or otherwise 
of the candidate before him. 


‘It-is not intended to infer that 
A.O.C.P. candidates should be ex- 
amined more sternly, but rather more 
justly; that the examination be such 


that he can convey to the examiner 


a more complete picture of the scope 
of his knowledge rather than be 
confined to a minority of questions 
which, circumstantially, may fail him 
despite his wider knowledge whilst 
another will pass, with less knowl- 
edge, the same questions. 


Federal Executive has been in- 
structed by Federal Council to press 
for the introduction of the system 
in Australia. To us the advantages 
are so readily apparent we are hope- 
ful the system will find favour in 
official circles as it has done in New 


Zealand. 
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* BARGAINS * 
FOR THE RADIO 
ENTHUSIAST! 


* VIBRATORS 


12 volt non-synchronous four pin 
Vibrators, cut to only 12/11. 


%e STREAMLINED STEEL 
SPEAKER BOXES a) 
As illustrated, with brown crackle 
finish. Suitable for speakers up to 
8 inch. Price, 45/-. 


x RADIOGRAM CABINETS 


Walnut Piano Finish Radiogram 
Cabinet, suitable for 4 or 5 valve 
Table Radiogram, as _ illustrated, 
£7/19/6. 


% HOMECRAFTS’ CATHODE RAY 
OSCILLOGRAPH 


@ 5 inch Tube; @ AC/DC Ampli- 
fier; @High sensitivity; @ Wide 
frequency range. Price, as illus- 
trated, £78 plus 8-1/3 per cent. 
sales tax. (Terms available.) 


% HOME BROADCASTER 
MICROPHONES 


Will work with any ordinary radio. 
Adds fun to a party. Cut to only 
W/11. : 


%* BRAND NEW 6KiG VALVES 
Loose base only. Cut to 8/11, plus 
9d. packing charge. 


* DISPOSAL BARGAIN 
TELEPHONES 


These have a 10 mile range. As illus- 
trated, cut to only 25/-. Batteries 
5/6 extra. 


+* DISPOSAL BARGAIN 


Three inch scale Ferranti Moving 
Coil 0-600 volt Meters. Only 32/6. 


+ FOUNDATION KIT 
% PLESSY SINGLE RECORD 


Bargain! A few more available! PLAYERS 

Bakelite Cabinet, chassis, front Automatically places pick-up on 

mounting plate, and dial assembly. | % EIMAC TRANSMITTING TUBES f record, also has automatic stop. _~ 
{ 


EE 
Sora: 
amees 


As illustrated, only 45/-. @ Type 35T .... ... £3/19/- Model available with magnetic 

: @ Type 35TG ... ... £4/12/6 pick-up, £8/15/-; with Acos Crys- 

*% ENGLISH INVERTERS Se ee ee kee @ Type KY21 ... ... £5/17/- - | tal pick-up, £9/13/2; Decca Hi-Fi 
@ Type RxX21 is. £4/9/- lightweight pick-up, £12/10/-. 


Valradio 32 volt D.C. input, 240 volt 
50 cycle output at 100 w., £28/17/-. 
Also available: 6 or 12 volt to 240 
volt at 100 watts, Price £42/18/8. 


SPECIAL SNAP BARGAINS 


* S.P.S.T. Toggle Switches oe ; a ae .. only 1/3 each 
% Four Valve Steel Chassis oh si Z arn en. only 1/- each 
% Brand new latest type Collaro High Fidelity Pick-ups oe 29/11 
% Disposal 2,000 ohm Headphones . oe ae — . only 19/11 
ve Leatherette covered Portable Cabinets ... a6 ae Ba 9/11 each 
* ENGLISH D104 CRYSTAL % Morse Keys, available in two sizes ... small size, 1/-; large size, 2/- 
% Crown S.T.I. Full Vision D/W Dials en es Lo pe only 9/11 


+e TURNING HEAD TORCHES MICROPHONES 


Focusing, turning head Torches, all- D104 Crystal Microphones with high 
chrome finish, with belt or pocket § fidelity crystal. As _ illustrated. 
clip. As illustrated, 18/6. Price £5/19/6. PLEASE ADD FREIGHT OR POSTAGE. 


290 LONSDALE STREET, MELBOURNE Central 4311 


COUNTRY AND INTERSTATE CLIENTS 
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HOW MUCH “Cc”? 


BY R. M. WINCH*, VK20A 


How many capacitors have you taken 
out of disposals equipment and put on 
one side because you did not know 
their size? How many moulded mica 
capacitors with the markings rubbed off 
are there in your junk box? Are you 
wondering whether that little tuning 
capacitor is 100 pF., or perhaps only 
TO pr? , 


In other words, how often have you 
asked yourself, “How much C?” Prac- 
tically every piece of equipment you 
have built, and will build, contains as 
many, if not more, capacitors as resistors 
and accuracy of C is just as improtant 
as accuracy of. R. An ohm meter is 
regarded as an essential in every shack, 
yet C is guessed at or the manufacturer’s 
markings are relied upon implicitly, 
merely because no means are at hand 
to make a measurement of C. Never- 
theless, C is not very hard to measure. 


There are several ways of measuring 
capacitance. It can be measured by 
applying a known voltage of a known 
frequency and measuring the resultant 
current flow. This. actually measures 
the impedance of the capacitor, but for 
all practical purposes the accuracy is 
good enough. The disadvantages of this 
method make it unsuitable for general 
use in the Ham shack. Another method 
which gives good measurement accuracy 
is the bridge. However, a reasonably 
accurate capacitance bridge is quite an 
item of equipment in any man’s 
language. 


There is another method of measuring 
capacitance which can be made to give 
very good results with a_ minimum of 
gear and not much work. By connecting 
the unknown capacitor across a known 
inductor and measuring the resonant 
frequency of the combination. with a 
grid dip meter, the value of. the capacitor 
may be derived from a comparatively 
simple formula. 


If you have not already built your- 


\self a grid dip meter which has a wide 


range and is fairly accurately calibrated 
it is time you did so. You will have no 
idea just how useful an instrument it is 
until you have built—and used one. 


However, the simple LC circuit shown 
in Fig. 1 is not very suitable for measur- 
ing a wide range of capacitance. With 

E only one stand- 
ard inductor the 
frequency range 

cx required to meas- 
ure a useful 
range of -capaci- 
tance is a little 
beyond the aver- 
age grid dip meter. A simple calculation 
will show that a range of 10 pF. to 
0.1 uF. would require a frequency range 
of 100 to 1. Again, it is necessary to 
know the inductance of our standard 
inductor rather accurately. We also need 


FIG 1 


* 38 Boundary St., Parramatta, N.S.W. 
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to know the self-capacitance of our 
standard inductor. These disadvantages 
can be overcome by a small re-arrange- 
ment of the circuit. Firstly, the low 
frequency end of our measuring range 
can be brought within practical limits 
by using a known capacitor in series 
with the capacitor under test. This 
limits the maximum amount of capaci- 
tance in circuit. The high frequency end 
can be similarly dealt with by shunting 
a capacitor across the standard inductor, 
thus setting a minimum to the amount 
of capacitance in circuit. 


These two modifications have further 
advantages which are not quite so ob- 
vious. The shunt capacitor can be ad- 
justed to any convenient fraction of the 
series capacitor by a frequency ratio 
measurement. This makes it unneces- 
sary to know the size of the inductor. 
The _ self-capacitance of the inductor 
has disappeared into the shunt capacitor 
and may be forgotten. 


Fig. 2 is the circuit of a practical unit 
using these principles. L is a coil of 
convenient size (in the author’s case, 
the oscillator coil from a defunct FS6). 
Ci is the self-capacitance of L, C: is 
a fixed 100 pF. mica condenser, C2 is 
a 3-30 pF. tubular trimmer (again from 
disposals), Cs is 0.005 pF. +24%, and 
Cx is the capacitor being measured. 
Ci + Ci + Cs is adjusted to equal 
125 pF. 


When Cx has a capacitance of infin- 
ity (short circuit) the total capacitance 
in circuit is 5125 pF. When Cx is zero 
(open circuit) the total capacitance is 
125 pF. If F is the resonant frequency 
when Cx is infinity, F: the resonant 
frequency when Cx is zero, and F: the 
resonant frequency when Cx is some 
value intermediate between infinity and _ 
zero, then— 


/ 125 
k= ey 3125 
and 
é 5125 
Fi =F 5000 x Cx 
as ae os 


Since L, C:, C2 and Cs are fixed, and 
permanent quantities, Fx may be cal- 
culated for -various values of Cx and 
curves plotted so that Cx. may be read 
off directly. The value of F should be 
chosen to suit the ranges of your grid 
dip meter. In the author’s case the 
lower limit of one range on the grid dip 
meter is 870 Ke. so a value of 900 Kc. 
was chosen for F. This makes Fi equal 
to 5762 Ke. and gives a useful range 
of from 0 pF. to 0.1 uF. with a min- 
imum accuracy of 10% : 


The construction of the unit is not at 
all critical but a little care should be 
taken to make the wiring rigid. If a 
slug tuned inductor is used it is recom- 
mended that a locknut be placed on the 
slug adjusting screw so that it may be 
locked permanently in position after 
the final adjustment. In use, the normal 
coupling to the grid dip meter to give 
a discernible movement of the meter 
needle is necessary to obtain accurate 
measurements. 


L and Ce2 are adjusted as follows: 
Short out the Cx terminals and adjust 
L so that the resonant frequency is 900 
Ke. Now open circuit Cx and adjust C. 
to give resonance at 5762 Ke. If the 
circuit will not resonate to 5762 Ke. 
at any setting of C2 this indicates that 
C, has a value which is not close enough 
to 100 pF. It may be necessary to change 
Ci if the highest resonant frequency is 
lower than 5762 Ke. If the resonant 
frequency with Ce at maximum setting 
is higher than 5762 Ke. it will be nec- 
essary to change Ci: or else add another 
small condenser in parallel with C: to 
bring it closer to its normal value of 
100 pF. Check again with Cx short 
circuited and if necessary readjust L. 
Re-check at 5762 Kc. and then you are 
ready to measure the capacitance of 
anything between a short piece of twin- 
lead and your grandmother’s false teeth. 


To save wear and tear on your slide 
rule, a table is appended which gives:— 


Col. 1—Values of Cx. 
Col 2—Corresponding values of 


5000 x Cx\ . 
125 + (5000 + cz) 2 BE 
Col. 3—Resultant resonant frequency 
in Ke. 

Infinity 5125 900 
0.1 uF. 4887 921.3 
0.9 uF. 4864 924 
0.08 uF 4832 927 
0.07 uF 4791 931 
0.06 uF 4741 936 
0.05 uF 4670 943 
0.04 uF 4570 953 
0.03 uF 4411 970 
0.02 uF 4125 1003 
0.01 uF 3459 1095 
0.009 uF 3341 1115 
0.008 uF 3201 1139 
0.007 uF 3042 1168 
0.006 uF 2850 1207 
0.005 uF 2625 1257 
0.004 uF 2347 1330 
0.003 uF 2000 1440 
0.002 uF 1524 1650 
0.0015 uF. .... 1279 1801 
0.001 uF 958 2081 

900 pF. 888 2162 

800 pF 815 2256 

700 pF 739 2370 

600 pF 661 2500 

500 pF 580 2675 

400 pF 495 2896 

300 pF 408 3189 

200 pF 317 3618 

150 pF 271 3914 

100 pF. 223 4314 
90 pF. 213 4415 

80 pF 203.7 4514 
70 pF. 194 4636 
60 pF. 184.3 4745 
50 pF. 174.5 4878 
40 pF. 164.7 5021 
30 pF. 154.8 5180 
20 pF 144.9 5350 
10 pF. 135 5545 
0 125 5762 
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Push Pull Cascode Crystal Converter 


LWAYS on the look out for some- 
A thing better and to try anything 
new, we are striving for improve- 
ment each year. The author was more 
than satisfied with the line-up of RL37 
grounded grid series plate tuned r.f., 
9002 mixer, 9002 osc., and 9002 cathode 
follower combination of last year, but 
the introduction of crystal converters 
was very impressive and the advantages 
were so obvious that it was labelled as 
a must for the new converter and next 
DX season on 50 Mc. 

As soon as the DX waned early in 
1950, thoughts turned to designing a new 
front end; something that must include 
all the best advantages known. 


The Points strived for were:— 
* High Signal to Noise Ratio. 
* Sensitivity. 
* Selectivity. 
* Stability of Oscillator. 
* Accurate Frequency Calibration. 
* Absence of Birdies. 


One fault of tuning a converter with 
the oscillator near the signal frequency 
is that a highly accurate dial is un- 
obtainable, however by using a con- 
verter with the osc. xtal controlled, no 
dial is needed on the converter itself 
and number one bug-bear ousted. 

The converter osc. being fixed, one 
must use the receiver the converter is 
fed into, as the tunable intermediate 
frequency. Having a BC453B Command 
receiver available (tuning 3 to 6 Mc.), 
this was ideal for the job, and by choos- 
ing a 9.4 Mc. xtal and taking off the 
5th harmonic, giving 47 Mc. for the 
converter osc., 50 to 53 Me, is tuned by 
actually tuning 3 to 6 Mc. on the Com- 
mand receiver. 

The dial on the Command gives both 
good band spread and the accurate 
calibrations are easily converted to read 
as at 50 Mc. A signal on 50.2 will be 
tunable at 3.2 Mc. and a signal at 50.5 
at 3.5 Mc., and so on. Here we have 
obtained three of our wanted ideals: 
stability, accurate frequency calibration, 
and selectivity due to the double 
conversion. 


ABSENCE OF BIRDIES 


These beats are caused in a lot of 
ways: Strong signals beating with your 
converter oscillator or the if. receiver 
oscillator, and beating at one or both 
if. frequencies; one oscillator harmonic 
beating with the other or even with 
the b.f.o. A lot can be traced to coupling 
of circuits via the power supply leads. 

To eliminate the causes, the trouble 
was tackled from the start on the de- 
sign board. Special condensers are used 
in series with all B positive and filament 
leads above ground. Connected as near 
as possible to the components and at 
the other end the lead goes away 
through the chassis. These condensers 
are made of pieces of brass plate 14” x 
3” and have a thin sheet of mica for 
the dialectric to the chassis. They keep 
down the inductance factor, and by-pass 


* Rose Terrace, Wayville, South Aus. 
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_ C4, 5—50 pF. silver mica. 


BY C. H. CASTLE,* VK5KL 


all rf. getting back into the power 
supply, or coupling to other stages via 
the wiring. 

Small insulating bushes were made 
from springback terminals. After pass- 
ing through the chassis, all the filament 
and B positive wiring is outside of the 
compartments housing the r.f. com- 
ponents. If you still get beats, I suggest 
you try these series condensers, one in 
the B positive lead to the mixer oscilla- 
tor circuit in your if. receiver, and also 
in the b.f.o. B positive lead. 


LAYOUT 


The chassis is 15” x 8” x 33”, made 
of 18 gauge copper. Large, no doubt, 
for the job, but then the special con- 
densers take up some room and it is 
handy to be able to work in comfort. 
Space has not been sacrificed for effic- 
iency. The signal enters one end and 
passes straight down the centre to the 
output. The xtal oscillator is the only 
stage out of line. All leads from the 
condensers are of copper foil 3/16” wide 
as also are the earthing leads. 

The xtal oscillator section is entirely 
shielded and the link taken through a 
piece of tubing into the mixer com- 
partment. A shield is run across the 
chassis and mounted so that it divides 
the four grid connections in each RL37 


-and to which they are soldered. This 


makes the earth connections short and 
also shields the input from the output 
circuit in the rf. stage. 

A small shield was also mounted to 
isolate the filament r.f. chokes of the 


Cl, 2, 3—15 pF. butterfly. 
ohms. 
C6, 7—0.001 uF. sil. mica. 
C8, 10—0.0005 uF. mica. 
C90. 0001 uF. mica. 
C11—0.001 uF. mica. 
C12—8 pF. butterfly. 


R2, 5, 9, 12, 18, 14—1,000 


R3, 4—130 ohms. 
R6—250 ohms. 
R7—50,000 ohms. 
R8—450 ohms. 
R10—5,000 ohms. 


RL37s from the 6J6 plate chokes where 
they run parallel to each other. All 
shields are of copper. 

’ Now for the converter itself. Several 
months’ work has gone into the design, 
layout and testing of each stage for 
maximum performance. 


CRYSTAL OSCILLATOR 


The circuit used is a 6AK6 tritet. 
After several weeks of testing harmonic 
oscillators. of different varieties, this 
was chosen because of most: reliability. 
Once output is obtained at 47 Mc., the 
circuit constants were varied until 
maximum output was obtained with the 
least plate voltage. The L to C ratios 
are the important factor. The output 
is link coupled to the mixer by a small 
two-turn link at the centre of the mixer 
coil and by a one-turn at the cold end 
of the oscillator plate coil. 


MIXER 


Tube chosen is the 6J6 because of the 
good signal to noise ratio obtained by 
using a push pull input to the grids and 
parallel plate output. This also tends 
to cancel out oscillator conversion 
noises, etc. 

It is coupled to the cathode follower 
by a 1600 Ke. if. transformer which 
has had the padder condensers taken 
off and the two windings connected in 
series. This will then resonate around 


4 Mc. and when placed in the circuit 
is broad enough to pass signals from 
3 to 6 Mc. 


(Continued on Page 6) 


TO RECEIVER ANT, 
o) TERMINAL TUNING 
3-6 MC 


L5, 6—18 turns, 34” dia., 
18 gauge. 

L9—Revamped 1,600 Ke. 
if., see text. 

EO? jurnslinks 

L12—11 turns, 4”. dia. in- 
side, 16 gauge. 


C13—0.01 uF. mica. 
C14—3-30 pF. trimmer. 


C15 to C26—Special con- 
densers, see text. 


R1—60 ohms. 


R11—200,000 ohms. 

L1—2 turns. 

L2, 7, 8—12 turns, 4” dia. 
inside, 16 gauge. 

3; 4—24 turns, 4” dia. 
slug tuned. 


L13—24 turns, 4” dia. slug 
tuned. 7. 

L14—2.5 mH. RFC. 

L415, 16, 17, 18—24 g. wire 
wound full length on 1 
meg. 1 w. resistors. 
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tHE JUBILEE RELAY 


The Jubilee Relay Contest will take 
place during the month of September 
and should be a further means of mak- 
ing known Australia’s Jubilee and the 
Jubilee VK-ZL DX Contest to be held 
during October. 

Australian and New Zealand contest- 
ants will endeavour to send this mess- 
age to as many foreign stations as 
possible:— 

e “Australia celebrates its Jubilee 
this year and invites you to join 
in the Jubilee VK-ZL DX Contest 
during October.” 


Australian stations will add the signa- 
ture W.1.A., and New Zealand stations 
N.Z.A.R.T. 

RULES 

1. The Contest will commence at 0001 
hours G.M.T. on ist September, 1951, 
and conclude at 2359 hours on 29th 
September, 1951. 

2. Phone or c.w. may be used and all 
bands. 

3. One point is gained for each contact 
and total points are obtained by multi- 
plying total contacts by number of 
countries worked on each band. 


4, Logs must be in the hands of the 
Contest Committee, Box 1734, G.P.O., 


ELECTRONIC 


A&R 


EQUIPMENT 


i 


Sydney, not later than 30th October, 
1951. Logs should show: Date and time 
of contact, band, and station worked. A 
summary should be given showing final 
score. 


5. A trophy will be awarded the high- 
est scoring station in both Australia and 
New Zealand and Certificates to each 
District or State. Z 


6. The decision of the W.1.A. Federal 
Contest Committee shall be final and 
binding. 

7. From the above rules you will see 
that the Contest has been made very 
simple and should do much to publicise 
the main Contest, viz.: The Jubilee VK- 
ZL. Please send in your log irrespective 
of the number of contacts. 


CRYSTAL CONVERTER 
(Continued from Page 4) 


THE CATHODE FOLLOWER 


This was considered a necessary item 
and is excellent for changing from high 
impedance to low as required for the 
input to the Command receiver. 

The resistor R11 was found to improve 
the output considerably. 


THE R.F. STAGE 


Last year’s lesson showed that the 
aerial fed into a grounded grid rf. stage 
was broad and inselective, in as much 


A&R 


as strong signals at the if. frequency 
filtered through. It has been said that 
a grounded grid stage will perform 
better when driven, so much thought 
was given to this.. Something in keep- 
ing with the 6J6 mixer was sought after. 

One that seemed would do was the 
eascode circuit reputed to give good 
signal to noise ratio. But this was 
single ended. Wanting to keep every- 
thing symmetrical, the push pull cascode 
circuit as shown was developed. The 
plate circuit is inductively coupled to 
the mixer. Neutralisation of the 6J6 is 
obtained by using slug tuned induct- 
ances. Although not critical, when 
neutralised exactly the signal to noise 
ratio is improved. 

The Aerial Coil—A two-turn link at 
the centre of the input coil is used. At 
this stage two more points are gained. 
High signal to noise ratio and sensitivity. 

In conclusion, the special condensers 
can be made as per page 46 “QST,” 
September, 1948, but take a little longer 
to make. 

The coils are best checked by a grid 
dip meter to set them correctly in the 
shortest time, especially the inductance 
neutralising coils. 

The converter has been used on 50 
Mec. during the past few months and 
has performed very nicely. With what 
has been found in practice and in light 
of a few articles from overseas, the 
full benefit of the circuit design does 
not show up at 50 Mce., but should be 
very beneficial and a great advantage 
at 144 Mc. It will be changed to this 
band later and results compared with 
other receivers on that band. 


Neeleielal 


ELECTRONIC 


A&R 


Transformers and Reactors "errr | 


With quality as the prime factor, A. & R. Products are developed to give lasting and highly 
satisfactory performance. We market our Transformers to satisfy the needs of the customer who buys 


on value and not on price. 


At present the accent is again on high fidelity audio reproduction, and with the advent of a wide range 
disc and tape recording, together with pick-ups and speakers, better class equipment is required to 
fully utilise these wide range components. 


Aware of these requirements, we have, for quite some time, been manufacturing wide frequency range 
Audio Transformers for almost every purpose. Our catalogue of Transformers and Reactors, which 
may be obtained on request, gives a large selection to choose from, whether the requirements be for 
Audio, Radio, Theatre, Domestic or Industrial use. 


FOR VALUE AND RELIABILITY INSIST ON A. & R. 


MELBOURNE: Wm. Willis & Co. : 
J. H. Magrath & Co. Pty. Ltd. 
Homecrafts Pty. Ltd. 


Ajalapie tom 


ADELAIDE: Gerard & Goodman Ltd. 
WEST. AUST.: A. J. Wyle Pty. Ltd. 
TAS.: A. H. Gibson Electrical Pty. Ltd. 


A. & R. Electronic EKquipment Co. Pty. Ltd. 


378 ST. KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE, S.C.1 


Phones: MX 1159, MX 1150 
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Fathers and Sons in Tragic Crash 
VK7MC and Son, Athol, Killed 


It is with deep regret that we learnt that 
VK7MC and his son, Athol, were killed in a 
car accident, together with Mr. S. V. Sydes 
and his son, en Sunday evening, 8th July. 


The four people=were killed when their car 
plunged over the St. Paul’s River Bridge at 
Avoca and crashed on to rocks 30 feet below. 
They were Stanley Vale Sydes (about 41 years), 
Peel Street, Launceston; his son, Edward (14); 
Ernest Edward Cooper (about 45), VK7MC, 61 
Baine Ter., Trevallyn, and his son Athol (17). 

The accident occurred about 7 p.m. when they 
were returning to Launceston from Coles Bay, 
where they had been building a week-end shack. 

It is believed that the car skidded on the 
bridge and got out of control. It plunged over 
the edge of the bridge and landed upside down 
a few feet from the edge of the water. The 
car was wrecked and a small trailer being towed 
by the car broke loose after the impact. 

The two men were killed instantly. The boys 
were rushed to the Launceston General Hospital 
but they died shortly after admission. 


RADIO OFFICIALS 


Mr. Sydes was manager of radio station 7LA 
and we Cooper (VK7MC) was the chief engineer 
at 7LA. 

Mr. Sydes joined in 1930 and studied the 
technical branch of broadcasting. His tutor was 
the chief engineer (Mr. V. Brooker) and after 
three years he was awarded his technical cer- 
tificate. When Mr. Brooker: resigned as chief 
engineer in 1934, Mr. Sydes was given the ap- 
pointment and held the position until 1945, 
when he was promoted to manager. 


He took an active interest in the affairs of 
the Australian Federation of Commercial Broad- 
casting Stations and was secretary of the Tas- 
manian Branch. He was a member of the 
Launceston Rotary Club and assisted in the or- 
ganisation of Courtesy Week held last month. 
He was also a former member of the Apex Club. 


Mr. Sydes was a director of station 7QT 
Queenstown. His main hobby was amateur 
photography. He married Miss Judith McGlad+ 
ery, of Sydney, who was the first woman radio 
announcer employed by TLA. 


TECHNICAL EXPERT 


Mr. Cooper was interested in all phases of 
radio from the time of his youth. He was em- 
ployed by a Hobart firm in the mid-1920’s to 
service radios and when the firm closed down, 
he moved to Launceston and went into business 
on his own. 


His ability was recognised by the broadcasting 
stations and after working at THT Hobart and 
7QT Queenstown as a technician, he accepted 
the position of chief engineer at 7LA. 


Ern was an active 144 Mc. man in Launceston 
and was fairly active on 40 metre phone. He 
had been assisting Val Sydes in the building of 
a small seaside house at Coles Bay on the East 
Coast of Tasmania and in his spare time was 
building an 80/40 metre portable transmitter- 
receiver to take with him to this DX paradise, 
miles away from man-made noise. 


Only the Friday before the tragedy, VK7XW 
was discussing with him the R.D. Contest in 
which he intended to take an active interest. 


AMATEUR CALL SIGNS 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS AND DELETIONS 
FOR MONTH OF MAY, 1951 


ADDITIONS 


VK— New South Wales 

2LR—L. J. Turner, McDougall St., Kyogle. 

2AFH—F. D. A. H. Hurley, Unit 279D, Housing 
Estate, Herne Bay. 

2APJ—A. G. Simmonds, 16 Burraneer Bay Rd., 
Cronulla. z 

2ARM—R. J. Miller, 8 Tillock St., Haberfield. 


Victoria 
3YU—R. C. Smith, Esdale St., Blackburn. 
3AFL—S. L. Skinner, 8 Fontaine St., Pascoe Vale 
3ANG—N. F. Wilson, 155 Bridge St., Benalla. 
3ANJ—L. E. Lawless, 12 Hall St., W. Brunswick. 
3AVG—N. R. Miatt, 40 Albany Cr., Surrey Hills 


Queensland 
4GQ—R. J. Mitchell, Keil Mount. Rd., Woombye 
4KJ—W. E. C. Sawyer, Coastal Radio Station 
VII, Thursday Island. 


South Australia 
5MG—W. C. Caldwell (Cpl.), Milpo, Darwin, N.T. 
5TJ—T. J. Lally, P.O. Box 99, Clare, S.A. 
5TP—A. E. Peppercorn, 6 Leslie Av., Blair Athol 


Western Australia 
6BR—B. R. E. Field, Alexander St., Sth. Perth. 


Tasmania 
TYH—F. W. Hand, George Town. 
7TOK—M. A. O’Keefe, Hut C7, Bronte Park. 


Territories 
1BS—W. J. Storer, Macquarie Island. 
9CP—Rev. C. J. Patrick, Papitalai, Manus. 
9WG—W. C. Gee, Administration Senior Offic- 
ers’ Mess, Port Moresby. 


ALTERATIONS 
VK— New South Wales 


2AZ—“Vaucluse,” Hoxton Park Rd., Liverpool. 

2IP—Lot 51, New Barrengay Rd., Avalon Beach. 

2TL—5 Shadforth St., Mosman. 

2YH—188 Stafford St., Penrith. 

2ZM—22 William Rd., Herne Bay. 

2AEQ—13 New St., Auburn. 

2AGY—Compton St., North Lambton. 

2AKK—5 Elston Ave., West Ryde. 

2ALD—3 David Avenue, Caringbah. 

2ANR—“Kia Ora,’ Yass Rd., R.M.B.200, Can- 
berra, A.C.T. 

2ANT—Aerodrome Rd., Forest Hill, via Wagga; 
postal address: Depart. of Civil Aviation, 
Box 1148S, P.O. South Wagga. 

2APM—Lot 57, Raleigh Ave., Caringbah. 

2AVS—34 Moate Ave., Brighton-le-Sands. 

2AVT—Miller Rd., Villawood, Sydney. 

Victoria 

3CI—High Street, Nagambie. 

3JM—180 Ascot Vale Rd., Ascot Vale. 

30E—38 Barcelona St., 

30Q—Theogen Crt., 52 Esplanade, Brighton, S.5. 
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3QG—1333a Gregory St., Ballarat. 

38RB—Flat 5, 230 Toorak Rd., South Yarra. 

3US—Koonwarra Rd., Leongatha South (Postal 
address: P. O. Box 126, Leongatha). 

3VF—34 Vernon St., Croydon. 

3VL—Koonwarra Rd., Leongatha South (Postal 
address: P. O. Box 126, Leongatha). 

3VY—Ellesmere Pde., Rosanna. 

3XV—26 Elora Rd., South Oakleigh. 

3ZO—4 Parliament Place, East Melbourne. 

383ADA—192 Buckley St., Essendon. 

3AFG—45 Marley St., Sale. 

3ATL—Rear of Congregational Church, Gher- 
inghap St., Geelong. 


Queensland 
4AJ—214 Boundary Rd., West End, Brisbane. 
4FC—Marina Parade, Ingham. 
4MG—Olive Street, Killarney. 
4RF—Coominya, Esk Line. 
4WI—C/o. W. G. Dodd, 26 Paramount Ter., 
Morningside, Brisbane. 


South Australia 
5BM—23 Miller St., North Unley. 
5NP—13 Grandview Gr., Toorak Gardens. 


Western Australia 
6GU—2 St. George’s Terrace, Perth. 
6LA—20 Canning Pde., Canning Bridge, W.A. 
6RG—8 Parramatta Rd., Doubleview. 


Tasmania 
7SW—25 Bedford St., New Town. 


DELETIONS 


VK— New South Wales 
2MX—Cancelled. 

2QJ—Cancelled, now operating under VK5TP. 
2SZ—Cancelled. 

2VS—Cancelled. 

24AS—Cancelled; now operating under VKIBS. 
2AGJ—Cancelled; now operating under VK4GQ. 


.. 2AJB—Cancelled; now operating under VK2LR. 


2AQM—Cancelled. 
2ARD—Cancelled. 
Victoria 
3HQ—Cancelled. 
3I1B—Cancelled. 
31Z—Cancelled. 
3KD—Cancelled. 
3RA—Cancelled. 
3YH—Cancelled; now operating under VK7YH. 
3ALN—Cancelled. 
3AQL—Cancelled. 
" Queensland 
4PG—Cancelled. 
South Australia 
5HR—Cancelled. 
Western Australia 
6DD—Cancelled. 
6NW—Cancelled; now operating under VK3ANG. 
6RZ—Cancelled. 
Tasmania 
7AN—Cancelled; now operating under VK9WG. 


Territories 
9JP—Cancelled. 
9MR—Cancelled. 


‘T-TYPE VALVE SOCKETS 


Those ex-R.N. or R.A.F. 9-pin valve 
sockets for EF50s and the like—they 
can be troublesome when stripped from 
ex-Service gear. Many of these sockets 
had been sprayed or bushed by people 
with a yen for “tropic proofing or bust.” 
The result was that “goo” got all over 
the contact springs as well as the in- 
sulation material. Poor, or lack of con- 
tact and seized springs resulted from 
such treatment. The cure is to soak 
such sockets in lacquer thinner or 
Acetone, then dry out for a day or so, 
and all will be well, after scraping con- 
tact surfaces clean—VK2NO. 


Low Dritt 
Crystals 


AMATEUR 
BANDS 


ACCURACY 0.02% OF 
STATED FREQUENCY 


3.5 Me. and 7 Mc. 
Unmounted £2 0 0 
Mounted .... ... &210 0 


12.5 and 14 Mc. Fundamental 
Crystals, “Low Drift,” 
Mounted only, £5. 


Spot Frequency Crystals 
Prices on Application. 


Regrinds £1 0 0 


THESE PRICES DO NOT 
INCLUDE SALES TAX. 


MAXWELL HOWDEN 


15 CLAREMONT CRES., 
CANTERBURY, E.7, 
VICTORIA 
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Results of the 1951 National Field Day Contest 


Despite the publicity given to this 
Contest the number of logs received was 


a very poor average of the Amateurs * 


who, from time to time, express their 
interest in field work. Admittedly it 
was a hot summer this year—which may 
account for the low participation fig- 
ures—but it is. astounding that so little 
interest is evidenced in what should 
seemingly be a most attractive out-door 
Ham event. 

However, it is at least pleasing to 
note a little more interest than for the 
1950 Contest, and if this can be taken 
as a guide, it would seem that the 
National Field Day Contest may yet be 
a-real “big time” show looked forward 
to year after year by hundreds instead 
of such a minority. 


SCORES 


Open Section 
Contact Bonus 


Call Conts. Bands Pts. Pts. Total 


VK3ADB/2 44 3 176 150 — 326 
VK6WI/P Cl) ISH 150 287 
VK7SR/4 47 2 214 100 214 
VK2AMV/P/415 3 78 100 =178 
WKTWi/P/2.~19 2 86 29 1S 
VK5JIG/2 2 i220 — 20 
C.W. Section 
Contact Bonus 
Call Conts. Bands Pts. Pts. ‘Total 


Lis 5. 348 
131 150. 281 
120 150 270 
116 «612500241 

91 75 166 


VK4AP/P 37 
VK3ADB/2 26 
VK6HC/2 33 
VK2AHA/5 30 
VEK7SR/3 19 
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Phone Section 


Contact Bonus 
Call Conts. Bands Pts. Pts. Total 


VK3LN/2 47 154 Oe) 
VK3ALQ/3 41 140 25 165 
VK4KS/3 55 123 25 148 


VK7SR/4 28 25 148 
VK4RL_ SO, 25 89 50 138 
VEKTRX/5 43 133 133 


WNHNNWWDhD 
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VK3ADB/2 23 69 50 «119 


Check logs were received from VK5RR 
and VK5BJ, and Eric Trebilcock BERS 
195. 

The description of equipment used by each 
competitor makes very interesting reading, but 
unfortunately it is impossible to print the details 
herewith. The equipment used by the winner 
in each section is as follows:— 


Open.—VK3ADB took the honours in_ this 
section, and is also to be commended on gaining 
second place in the c.w. section. VK3ADB is 
the portable call of J. G. DuFaur, VK3ADF, who 
was ably assisted by J. R. Richardson, VK3ZP 


The portable station was located at the top 
of Mt. Eliza—approximately five miles from 
Frankston—and used a Type 3 Mk. II. on the 
20, 40 and 80 metre bands, plate modulated with 
an external home-built modulator using a 6N7 
in the output stage supplying 10 watts of audio 
power from a carbon microphone. 

The power input to the final with the antenna 
connected was 20-25 watts. Antennae consisted 
of three long wire systems erected between 
trees, varying from 150 to 400 ft. in length, and 
25 to 30 ft. in height. | 

Vibrator power supplies powered all the 
equipment, including a modified Halicrafter 
SX25 Rx, powered from 6 volt accumulators. 

Phone: VK3LN, Len Moncur, assisted by G. 
Dennis, VK3TF, carried off the first place in 
the Phone Section with a Type 3 Mk. Il. using 
8 watts input feeding alternatively two 40 metre 
half wave dipoles and a 20 metre half wave 
dipole. Their location was Keilor. 


Setting a New Standard in Communication Receivers— 


The “Commander” Double Superhet. 
Free Data Sheets on Request 


Interstate Representatives: West. Aust.—Messrs. Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 894 Hay 
St., Perth. Queensland—Messrs. A. E. Harrold, 128-5 Charlotte St., Brisbane. 
In other States direct your inquiries to firms handling Bright Star Crystals. 


C.W.: VK4AP, A. Guildford, did a magnificent 
job of ‘breaking the tape” in the c.w. section 
with more bonus points than contact points. 


. He was assisted with the erection of his station 


by a New Australian, Ernie Ballantyne, who is 
also an R.S.G.B. member. 

A Bendix 221-D was used_as a v.f.o. followed 
by 6SH7, 6SH7, 6V6 and 807 final running 15-18 
watts with the antenna connected. The loca- 
tion was Lota—almost on the sea front about 
15 miles from Brisbane. 

A quite terrific supply of h.d. 6 volt and 12 
volt batteries, 45 volt h.d. battery banks, 32 
volt d.c. to 230 volt a.c. inverter, together with 
a 32 volt charger loaned by the courtesy of a 
local firm powered the rig into a 136 ft. single 
wire antenna end fed with tuned feeders. 

As an indication of what can be done, VK4AP 
logged VS6, ZL2, SM5, W7, KH6, LUS amongst 
other DX. A very fine effort for 37 contacts on 
two bands. 

VK4KS and VK7SR ran abreast for third place 
in the phone section and each will receive a 
certificate. 

Let’s hope that next year bigger and better 
logs will be sent in. And don’t forget, chaps, 
send in your log, however small the number 
of contacts. 


HINT ON MEASURING AERIAL ~\, 


Next time you borrow a tape to 
measure the wire for an antenna, drive 
several pegs in the ground—survey peg 
fashion—known distances apart, say 33 
feet and 66 feet. This will obviate the 
necessity for borrowing the tape on 
future occasions as you will now have 
convenient datum points from which to 
measure the lengths of wire commonly 
used in Amateur band antennae. 
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Valves, new, boxed, RCA 834s, 
Limited number of the following Taylor Tubes: TZ20s, £2/10/- each; TB35s, £6/10/- each. 
Transmitters altered for Bush Fire and Fishing Boat Work. 

CRYSTALS, as illustrated, 40 or 80 mx., AT or BT cut. Accuracy 0.02% of your speci- 

fied frequency, £2/12/6 each. 
20 metre Zero Drift, £5 each. Large, unmounted, 40 or 80 metre, £2 each. 


Special and Commercial Crystals—Prices on application. 


£1/8/- each. 


BRIGHT STAR CRYSTALS may be obtained from the following Interstate firms: Messrs. A. E. 
Harrold, 123 Charlotte St., Brisbane; A. G. Healing Ltd., 151 Pirie St., Adelaide; Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 
894 Hay St., Perth; Lawrence & Hanson Electrical Pty. Ltd., 120 Collins St., Hobart; Collins Radio, 
409 Lonsdale St., Melbourne; Prices Radio, 5-6 Angel Place, Sydney. 


DCl1 TYPE CRYSTAL HOLDERS WANTED. ANY QUANTITY. 
Screw-type Neutralising Condensers (National type), suits all triode tubes, Polystyrene insulation, 19/6 ea. 


Prompt delivery. on all Country and Interstate Orders. 


== BRIGHT STAR RADIO 1839 LOWER MALVERN ROAD, GLEN IRIS, VIC. Phone: UL 5510. == 


6C4s, 12/- each. 


Crystals re-ground, £1 each. 


- Satisfaction Guaranteed. 


Amateur Radio, August, 1951 
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AUSTRALIA’S JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 1901-1951 


Commonwealth Jubilee VK-ZL DX Contest 


CONTEST RULES—OCTOBER, 1951 


On the ist January, 1901, Federation 
was proclaimed in Australia and this 
meant the conversion of Colonies into 
States and these States became part of 
a new Nation. This year, Australia is 
celebrating the Jubilee of this memor- 
able occasion by many and varied cere- 
monies in all parts of the Common- 
wealth and the VK-ZL DX Contest will 
not be the least important event by any 
means. 


The Commonwealth Government has 
honoured the Wireless Institute of Aus- 
tralia by the recognition of one of the 
World’s leading Radio Contests: by mak- 
ing available a monetary grant and it is 
the intention of the Institute to show 
its appreciation of this allocation by 
making the Jubilee VK-ZL DX Contest 
the best Contest to date and your co- 
operation and assistance is sought. 


You can make this Contest a very 
successful one by entering either the 
c.w. or phone sections, or for that mat- 
ter beth, and by sending in your log 
irrespective of the number of contacts 
you have had. 


The Contest is divided into three Sec- 
tions, viz.: c.w., phone, and receiving. 
The c.w. section will commence at 0001 
G.M.T., Saturday, 13th October, and 
will conclude at 1200 G.M.T., Sunday, 
14th October. The phone section will 
commence 0001 G.M.T., Saturday, 20th 
October, and conclude at 1200 G.M.T., 
Sunday, 21st October. The receiving 
section covers both c.w. and telephony. 


You may enter the open section, viz.: all 
bands in either phone or c.w. or any one band 
in either section. A separate log must be for- 
warded for all sections entered. Additional log 
sheets may be obtained from your Divisional 
Secretary. 


Serial numbers must be exchanged during the 
Contest as follows:—The first three figures will 
be the RST in the c.w. section followed by 
serial number of the contact commencing with 
any number between 001 and 100 for the first 
contact and increasing in value by one for each 
successive contact. In the phone section, the 
first two figures will be the RS report and then 
as in the c.w. section. 


The method of scoring is quite simple. One 
point is scored for each contact and the final 
score is obtained by multiplying the number of 
contacts by the number of countries or VK-ZL 
Districts worked on each band. 


Logs must show in this order: Date, time 
(G.M.T.), band, call of station worked, serial 
number sent and received, and new country or 
VK-ZL District worked. 


A-cup will go to the highest scoring station 
in both Australia and New Zealand, whilst a 
plaque or medallion will go to the highest 
scoring stations in each State of Australia and 
District of New Zealand. Certificates will be 
presented to other place getters. This procedure 
will be adopted for all countries outside Aus- 
tralia. Each W District and British Isle Prefix 
will be regarded as separate countries. The 
Contest Committee reserve the right to decide 
the type and number of prizes or Certificates 
to be allocated. This will depend entirely upon 
the number of logs received from any particular 
country. — 


The New Zealand Association of Radio 
Transmitters are co-operating with the Wireless 
Institute of Australia in conducting this Contest. 


Overseas logs should be received by the 
Chairman, Contest Committee, Box 1734, G.P.O., 
Sydney, Australia, not later than 31st January, 
1952. WK-ZL logs should reach the Contest 
Committee not later than 80th November, 1951. 
Every contestant will receive a copy of the re- 
sults, together with a QSL acknowledging his 


Amateur Radio, August, 1951 


participation in this Jubilee DX Contest. 
Remember, please send your log in irrespective 
of the number of contacts you have made. 


Here are the Rules in detail:— 


Dates: (a) c.w. operation—second week-end 
in October, from 0001 G.M.T., Saturday, 13th 
October, to 1200 G.M.T., Sunday, 14th October. 
(b) Phone operation—third week-end in Octo- 
ber, from 0001 G.M.T., Saturday, 20th October, 
to 1200 G.M.T., Sunday, 21st October. 


Duration: (a) VK and ZL stations for contest 
purposes will limit their period of operation to 
any consecutive 24-hour period on each week- 
end within the times given above. Once an 
operator commences operation, the operator will 
not exceed 24 hours of operation reckoned from 
such commeneing time. 


(b) In other countries, stations may contact 
VK and ZL stations at any time within the 
periods shown above. 


TRANSMITTING 


1. There shall be three main sections to the 
Contest: (a) Transmitting c.w.; (b) Transmit- 
ting phone; (c) Receiving (phone and c.w.). 


2. Contestants may compete in the open events 
(ie. all bands) or on one or more individual 
bands by submitting a log for each individual 
band. 

3. The Contest is open to all licensed trans- 
mitting Amateurs and receiving stations 
in any part of the world. No prior entry need 
be made. Marine mobile stations (if outside 
Australian and New Zealand territorial waters) 
may count as contacts, but not as multipliers. 


4, C.w. will be used for the first week-end 
of the Contest and phone for the second week- 
end. Stations entering for both c.w. and phone 
sections must submit separate logs for both 
phone and c.w. 

5. All Amateur frequency bands may be used. 
Cross-band operation will not be permitted. 


6. Only one contact per band is permitted 
with any one station (for contest purposes). 


7. Only one licensed Amateur is permitted 
to operate any one station under the owner’s 
call sign. Should two or more operators operate 
any particular station, each will be considered 
a competitor and must submit a separate log 
under his own call sign. 


8. Serial numbers to be exchanged during 
the Contest will be as follows:— 


(a) For c.w. the first three figures will be 
the RST (telegraphy) report, followed by the 
serial number of the contact commencing with 
any number between 001 and 100 for the first 
contact and increasing in value by one (1) for 
each successive contact. If any contestant 
reaches 999 he will then start 001 and continue 
002, 003, 004, etc. 


(b) For phone, the first two figures will be 
the RS (telephony) report, followed by the 
serial of the contact commencing with any 
number between 001 and 100 for the first con- 
tact and increasing in value by one (1) for 
each successive contact—five figures in all. If 
any contestant reaches 999, he will then start 
001 and continue 002, 003, 004, etc. 


9. Scoring: One point will be scored for each 
contact on a specific band with any overseas 
country (VK-ZL District for overseas stations). 
The final score will be obtained by multiplying 
the total contacts on each band by the total 
number of countries worked on each band. 


The A.R.R.L. Official Countries List will be 
used except that in the case of the U.S.A., 
each call area shall be considered a country. 


VK-ZL Districts are VK1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9; 
and ZLi, 2, 3, 4. 


10. Logs: (a) Logs must show in this order:— 
Date, time (G.M.T.), band, call of station 
worked, serial number sent, serial number re- 
ceived, and new country or VK-ZL District 
worked. 


(b) A separate log must be submitted for 
each band for which an individual entry is 
intended. For the open section an all-band log 
is required. 


Each log must show a summary as follows:— 
The number of effective contacts, multiplier 
claimed and total points, together with a state- 
ment of call sign, name and address, whether 
phone or c.w., single band or all-band operation. 


Each page of the log must be numbered and 
signed by the contestant. 

The ruling of the Contest Committee of the 
W.1.A. will be final in the event of any dispute. 


11. Awards: A cup will be awarded to the 
highest scoring stations in the open section in 
Australia and New Zealand. A _ medallion, 
plaque or certificate will go to the highest 
scoring stations outside Australia and New Zea- 


land. The Committee reserve the right to. 


determine the type and number of prizes to 
be allocated. This will depend entirely upon 
the number of logs received from any particular 
country. Every entrant will receive a copy of 
the final scores, together with a QSL acknowl- 
edging his participation. 


12. Entries from overseas stations should be 
endorsed “VK-ZL Contest,’”’ and should reach 
the Chairman, Contest Committee, Box 1734, 
G.P.O., Sydney, Australia, not later than 31st 
January, 1952. VK-ZL logs should reach the 
Contest Committee not later than 30th Novem- 


ber, 1951. 
: RECEIVING SECTION 


1. The rules for the receiving section are 
the same as for the transmitting section, but it 
is open to all members of any shortwave list- 
eners’ society in the world. No transmitting 
station is permitted to enter for the receiving 
section. 


2. The Contest times and the logging of sta- 
tions once on each band per week-end are as 
for the transmitting section. Logs will be in 
the same form as for the transmitting section. 


3. To count for points, the call sign of the 
station being called, the strength and tone of 
the called station, together with the serial num- 
bers sent by the calling station must be entered 
in the log. One point may be claimed for each 
entry complying with the above details. 


4. It is not sufficient to log a station calling 
“CQ Contest.” 

5. VK receiving. stations may log overseas 
stations and ZL stations. ZL receiving stations 
may log overseas stations and VK. stations. 
Overseas receiving stations may log only VK 
and ZL stations. 


6. Awards to be determined by the Contest 
Committee. 


COPY OF LOG SHEET 
Section C.W. Open... 


Commonwealth Jubilee VK-ZL DX Cont., 1951 


Organised by the Wireless Institute of Australia 
in association with the New Zealand Association 
of Radio Transmitters on behalf of 
Commonwealth of Australia Jubilee Committee 


VK-ZL Dist. 


Band Countries 


Contacts Points 


“3.5 Me. 
7 Mc. 

“14 Me. 

“27 Me. 
28 Mc. 


Name 


I hereby declare that my station was operated 
strictly in accordance with the Rules and spirit 
of this Contest and I agree that the decision 
of the Contest Committee shall be final and 
binding in all matters pertaining to the Contest. 


Date ncatiecosa cis Signed... 


Date Station Serial No. Country- 
Time Band Worked Sent Revd. District Points 


DX NOTES 


As far as this QTH is concerned, one could 
almost say “What DX?” The bands have been 
in very poor shape here, and extremely erratic 
day to day. It has been well nigh impossible 
to conduct an Interstate QSO, as the station 
you were working would go out like a light, 
often finishing up with half copy of any ‘‘gen” 
for these notes. Have once again received val- 
uable assistance from some of the gang, namely 
2DG, 20W, 3ABP, 3CX, 4GB, TRK, ZLICI and 
ZLIMB. What about a VK5 and VK6 being 
in the swim too? Some new prefixes on the 
band this month have set quite a few of us 
wondering where they are. The band survey 
for the month is as follows, with the stations 
worked shown as a *. 


3.5 Mc.: This band has produced very little 
_of note, all sigs being well down and of no 
use for a chat. As well as being weak, fading 
was evident. 2DG said K4USA is on 3700 Ke. 
around 0600-0700 G.M.T., and is readable at 
his QTH. 7RK found the band similar to 
this QTH. 

Y Mc.: This band has produced a few startling 
surprises this month in various places. Up here 
the Ws have been hard to work at any period 
of the evening, for a good part of it, not even 
being audible, although some good KHE6 sigs 
were heard. The band is showing possibilities 
in the mornings once again. A few Europeans 
have been heard weakly. One day at 2100 
G.M.T., PY7EX was heard at fair strength, and 
although called by FA8RJ and myself, heard 
neither of us. Also heard between 2100-2200 
G.M.T.: WIAAE, SUIFX (QSL via R.S.G.B.), 
VQ2AB*, YUIAFG, OQ5DZ; evenings produced 
VR4AA* and CM2FC. 

2DG finds K4USA audible on 7130 Ke. looking 
for VKs. 7TRK hears the Ws in the evenings 
with the odd VE7 and KL7. VS7NG was heard 
at 1330 G.M.T. This shows quite a difference 


DX C.C. LISTING 


PHONE 

Call No. Cir. Call No. Ctr 

VESEE.. « 10 158 ) VKSIE 7-123 
VKZID 0 2 1) 155) =VK4IP #8 114 
VK6RU. . 2 147 VK3AWW .. 14 112 
VK6KW . . 4 145 VK4WJ_.. .17 104 
VK3BZ . . 3 141 VK2ADT .. .. 13 102 
VK4HR .. ..12 140 VK2AHA .... 15 102 
VEK4KS . . 9 135 VK4WF ... 16 101 
IWIKSGN 2 2l > 1328 VRCP Jig 19101 
VK6DD .. 6 126 VK3GG . .18 100 
VK3IG . .. 5 100 

cw 

Call No. Ctr. Call No. Ctr. 

VK3BZ .. 6 183 VK3UM . ..12 116 
WVESEH 3. _.. 15-7160 VK4FI_.. ww 29 115 
VK4EL . . 9 158 VK3XK ... 30 114 
VEKQEO "=... 92) 152" “VK4ADA> e713 
VEKICN} x et 15 “VRSPI ss 238 113 
VK6SA ...28 150 VKTLZ . .17 112 
VK20... . bo) 1410“ VK5BO 2 233) 16 
VK4HR . . 8 141 VK4QL..... 36 110 
VK3VW .. .. 4 140 VK4RC ...13 107 
VK3KB . . 10 138 VK3YD .. .. 27° 105 
VK2GW . .16 132 VK2YC . . 34 103 
VK6RU . .. 18 132 VAST eee 2 3ts 103 
VK5FH .. . 31 129 VISGAPAY.,, = 14-101 
VEK5RX . .. 23 128 VE3NC ........19> 101 
VK4RF . .11 125 VK3CX .. .. 26 101 
VK3JE . ..21 124 \VK20A ... .. 32 101 
VK3EK . . 3 122 VKT7RK . .. 22 100 
VK4DO... .. 20 119 VKILJ .... 24 «100 
VK3JI . ..25° 118 VK2AEZ .. .. 35 100 

OPEN 

Call No. Ctr. Call No. Ctr. 

VK3BZ . . 4 202 VK3AWW .. 45 115 
VK4HR .. 7 182 VK3JA_.. .. 43 114 
VK3JE . .12 180 VK2ADT.. .. 14 113 
VK6RU . .. 8 179 VK8VQ... .. 46 112 
VK3HG . . 3-171 VK3PG ...47 111 
VESEX 2. 1-167 VK4RC.. .. 21 110 
VK6KW . .13 165 VK3ZB.... .. 34 110 
VK2DI .. 2 160 VK4WF ..... 40 109 
VK4EL . . 10 158 VK2ZC_ ... .. 25 108 
VK4KS .. .. 24 149 VEQYis elk 106 
VK4DO... ..15 147 VK3AWN .... 36 105 
VK5FL_. 26 143 VK2VN .. ..18 104 
VK3MC_.. 5 139 VK4UL ..... 27 104 
VK30P .. 19 137 VK6PIJ . .. 44 104 
VK6DD .. 22-5136 VAK2HZ, 22: ty 103 
VK3LN .. 29 135 VKTKB .. .. 30 103 
VK4FJ __.. 32° 135; *VK2TI .. 37). 103 
VK2ADE .... 28 133 VK3HO .. .. 38 103 
VK2AHA.: .. 9 128 VK6DX ... 42 103 
VK2AHM ....20 125 VK7RK .. .. 31 102 
VK2NS . .16 123 VK4ATY = = 35) 102 
VK3HT . . 41 123 VK9GW* .. .. 48 102 
WVKSJI . .. 33 119 ~VK2ACK. . 6 100 
VEK7TLZ- ... 23° 116 VK2TG ~ .. 39 “100 


*First VK9 in the DX C.C. Club. 
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BY VK4QL 


between N.E. and S.E. VK. 5JE also heard a 
South American at round 2100 G.M.T. to the 
tune of LU8AE. 3ABP at Sale produces the 
most amazing information, with the news that 
on the 5th of the month, he heard, between 
0001 and 0100 G.M.T., ZLs working, at S87, 
Ws and South Americans. The following day 
at the same time, VE7 and W6 were heard up 
to S6. On 7th the VE7 and W6 were a little 
weaker, but a VEl and VK6 were heard. This 
certainly rocks the natives. ZL1CI said that 
VQ4s have been heard over there at S8 round 
2100 G.M.T. Knowing the trouble ZL used to 
have with South Africans even on 14 Mc., it is 
strange. 

14 Me.: This band, as mentioned earlier, has 
been most erratic and unrealiable, and is con- 
firmed by remarks by stations worked. The 
only consistent sig here has been VE8AW and 
W7AH. VE8AW found the band most erratic, 
being unable to do much one day, and work 
the world the next. VK2 could be heard work- 
ing stuff that was inaudible here. On the 15th 
at 2100 G.M.T., the band was full of South 
Americans. An idea of the band for Europe 
can be gauged from the fact that I only worked 
one European in the mornings here. On 10th, 
ZS2X was heard at 0715 and ZS2AT at 0830 
G.M.T., whilst ZS6OW was worked at 0630 
G.M.T. on 30th. On the 12th at 0745 G.M.T., 
the band collapsed completely. On the 4th, 
around 0700 G.M.T., the band had had it, and 
two beautiful sigs appeared on the band sign- 
ing CR4AH and VP6SD. Both went through 
QSO after QSO for some time until they faded 
here. 4BG has found the DX good at times, 
but weak, hearing stations like UB5KA, UP2KV, 
FA8CR, HZ1AB, MD2JB, EK1DS, FF8AB, 
VP4TB, C3AC, FI3AG, VR4AB, SPI1SJ. 


2DG confirms the erratic band, but found the 
band better, especially between 0400-0800 G.M.T., 
and the Europeans from 1900-2200 G.M.T. He 
lists EK1A0O*, HSI1AS*, MI1B*, KC6WC*, 
VP9AK*, VP4TB*, CR9AF*, VP3VN*, EA6AM*, 
EAQSBA*, 9B3AA, FB8ZZ, FN8DA, XU6F, FI8TP, 
VP5BR (Cayman Is.). 3CX heard, when not 
trying to de-bug his rig, ILAHR/M1, 9S4AX, 
3A2AC, JB2AT, 7B4QF, MP4BAF, HRIKS. 20W 
still getting amongt it to the tune of KV4AA*, 
CT3AN, JB2AA, FKS8AL*, CR9AF*, XE1AC*, 
VR2CD*, KP40F*, FA8DA*, VR4AB*, HP1IBR*. 
7TRK finds that the Europeans on the long path 
go out round 0600 G.M.T., then the JA and KL7 
appear until about 1300 G.M.T. His list, apart 
from the usual run of North Americans and 
Europeans, shows KR6CA, KX6AB, FI8TP, 
9S4AX, TI2AC, FR7ZA* (Box 330, St. Denis, 
Reunion Is.), VR4AB. Ray heard another good 
effort by W6AM on the band the other day to 
the tune of an endless call “‘7B4QF—Blind—de 


W6AM.” This bloke certainly tries every post 
as a winner. 

My own listing for this band: FKS8AA, 
FKS8AL, MD2DW, 4X4GD at 10 a.m., CR4AH*, 
FF8AB, FF8JC, VP6SD*, KJ6AI, EKIPA, 
VP7NM, HS1VR*, ZK1BC, CRIAF*, IS1UIC, 
IS1AHK, _C3CX*, C9CB*, YS1O;— HRIDF, 
VP6CDI, EA9BA, XZ2EM*,. VP5BL*, HLI1BR, 


KB6AT, FI8RO*, XU6F*. I tried to get the 
score on himself from XU6F, but no dice; the 
QTH he gives not being much help, which is 
No. 13, Yik Yam St., Gr., Fl, Hong Kong. 


28 Mc.: This band seems to be hopeless from 
all reports received. Any visits I made were 
fruitless, 

By the way, the FKS8 prefix seems to have 
a few DXers tricked. It is the prefix used by 
Hams with the French forces in Austria, similar 
to the MB9, used by British forces. 


3CX received QSLs from KJ6AI, PK5AA, 
HRIAT, HK4CF, FM7WF. ‘What did you use 
for bait with PK5AA Alan? My own received 
were OX3RG, KW6AI, CO6GNF, FM7WF, SP1ICM, 
ZS8MK, ZS7D, ZBiIAJX, CP5EK. This QSL 
business is hard to follow. Have now received 
two cards from FM7WF, OX3RG, ZS8MK and 
CP5EK, and I daresay there are some waiting 
their first from some of them. 

April “QST” said that 9S4 is now being 
counted as a separate country, as is also Am- 
sterdam Is. (FB8ZZ). So there looks like two 
more for the “books.” 

Eric B.E.R.S.195, also helps me out with the 
news he has received cards from VRIC, HI6EC, 
ZS7TD, FY8AC, WOCMF/C3, bringing his con- 
firmed total to 196. Heard EA9AP on 7 Mc. and 
heard SVIVS/MM on the same band at 2300 
G.M.T., gave his QTH as North Atlantic, near 
the Canadian coast. Had a report to XU8SR 
returned with the envelope endorsed “firm 
extinct.” 

To date no change has been made in the 
Service concession postal rates, so the rates of 
postage to me in last month’s issue still stands. 

@ Well. we wind up this month with the 
thought of ‘‘a fervent hope that the bands show 
a great improvement for the Remembrance Day 
and VK-ZL Jubilee Contests, which are fast 
approaching.” Cheers. 


IONOSPHERIC PREDICTIONS 
FOR THE AMATEUR BANDS 


AUGUST, 1951 


The accompanying charts have been prepared 
by the Ionospheric Prediction Service of the 
Commonwealth Observatory. The first set of 
the series was published in the November, 1948, 
issue of this magazine, together with an article 
explaining the nature of the forecasts and how 
to use them. Nine of the charts, prefixed by 
the letter ‘“‘C’ for Canberra, refer to forecasts 
for the South-Eastern Australian States. The 
remainder, prefixed by the letter “P’ for Perth, 
are for Western Australia. 


The Canberra charts refer to the following 
world zones:— 


Zone Region Terminal 
1. Western Europe London 
2. Mediterranean Cairo 
3. N.-West America San Francisco 
3a. N.-East America New York 
4. Central America Barbados 
5. South Africa Capetown 
6. Far East Manila 


The forecasts have actually been prepared for 
point-to-point circuits between Canberra and 
the overseas terminals mentioned in the above 
table. It is, however, to be expected that the 
charts will provide an approximate indication 
of ionospheric conditions for all Amateur con- 
tacts from South Eastern Australia to the 
various world zones. 


The Perth charts are similar to those based 
on Canberra. No forecasts are given from Perth 
to Zones Z2 and Z4 for the current months, 
as chart P-Z2 would be essentially similar to 
chart P-Z1, while chart P-Z4 might be unreliable 
due to auroral activity in high northern 
latitudes, 


USE OF CHARTS 


All that is necessary in using the charts is to 
select a time (G.M.T.) during which a specified 
Amateur band frequency is below the maxi- 
mum usable frequency (m.u.f.) of the F region 
of the ionosphere but above the lowest useful 
frequency (l.u.f.) for the desired contact.” In 
two cases, Zones 1 and 3a, it is necessary to 
consult both the short-route (S.R.) chart and 
the following long-route (L.R.) chart. 


The Prediction Service welcomes comments 
on the accuracy of its predictions. These should 
be forwarded through the W.LA. 


KONOSPHERIC PREDICTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR BANDS 
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FIFTY MEGACYCLES AND ABOVE 


Compiled by J..K. RIDGWAY, VK3CR. 


V.h.f. men were shocked to hear of the tragic 
death of 7MC and his son Athol in a car acci- 
dent. It will be remembered that when contact 
between VK3 and VK7 was first established on 
144 Mc., 7MC was one of the first stations on 
the job, and his untimely death will leave a 
gap in northern VK7 Hamdom that will be hard 
to fill, Our sympathies are extended to his 
family and relatives, and to the Hams of 
Launceston who have lost a friend. 


GENERAL V.H.F. NEWS 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


As the weeks pass, it begins to look as though 
the usual midwinter DX opening will not take 
place this year. So far the band hasn’t even 
looked like being open and the beacons have 
peen absent. Perhaps this accounts for the poor 
activity on the band. No new stations were 
noted this month, although three old ones re- 
appeared after a long silence. These were 2AH, 
2DV and 2ABZ. 2DV appears to have ‘been 
having some bother with minor troubles since 
he got the rig going again—must be the rusty 
joints Snow. 

V.h.f. activity this month has once again been 
concentrated on 144 Mec., 50 Mc. being very 
sparsely populated. Despite these conditions, 
an activity list for both bands disclosed that 
sixty-one stations were active for the month 
of June. This list was compiled by 2QZ and 
is as follows:— VKs 2AH, 2DF, 2CE, 2DV, 2FK, 
2FD, 2GA, HO, 2HL, 210, 2JU, 2JY, 2KR, 2LG, 
2L.Z, 2LS, 2MZ, 2MQ, 2NP, 2PU, 2PD, 2PF, 
2QZ, 2QW, 2RU, 2VW,: 2VU, 2VL, 2WJ, 2WI, 


XG, 2XK, A2XX, 2YM, 2AFZ, 2AJR, 2ASK, 
2ABB, 2ARG, 2ABD, 2ANF, 2ABZ, 2AQB, 2AJZ, 
2ABO, 2AZ0, 2AWZ, 2AHP, 2ADT, 2ADY, 
2ANK, 2AKX, 2ARF, 2ANU, 2ABC, 2AET, 


2AIG, 2AMG, 2KS, 2PB, 2ACP. Did we hear 
something about there being nobody on the 
v.h.f. bands? 


50 Mc. W.AS. 
Certificate Additional 
Call Number Countries 
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The N.S.W. V.h.f. Group would be pleased to 
hear from country v.h.f. enthusiasts regarding 
who operates on v.h.f. in their district and what 
type of equipment is in use, the aim being to 
compile a directory of N.S.W. v.h.f. stations. 
So, if you do use any of the bands from 50 Mc. 
upwards, drop a line to the Secretary, V.h-f. 
Group, W.1.A., 30 Noble Street, Hurstville, N.S.W. 


VICTORIA 


The sympathies of Victorian v.h.f. men are 
extended to Peter 3APF upon the recent death 
of his mother. Peter is a well known 2 and 6 
metre man. 

Ex-2LY, Stan Skinner, has taken up residence 
in Ascot Vale, Melbourne, under the call sign 
of 3AFL, and is already operating on 50 Mc.; 
will soon be active on 144 and 576 Mc. 

Another new call on 50 Mc. is 3JE who _ put 
in an appearance recently. We are glad to hear 
3ACL’s signal again after an absence of many 
months. Eric is well on the road to recovery 
from his recent serious illness, and now in 
the process of repairing his beam. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


All v.h.f. men wish to congratulate Reg 5QR 
on winning the v.h.f. contest. A good effort 
Reg. The main topic of recent weeks has been 
the rules suggested by VK2 for the v.h.f. con- 
test for next year. While on contests, we are 
informed that there is to be a VK5 Intra-state 
v.h.f. contest next year and some very good 
trophies are to be offered, some for the country 
man, so here is a chance to break in on the 
v.h.f. and prove that it is better than the lower 
frequencies for local work. . 

The offer to all country chaps re helping with 
getting them going on v.hf. still stands. You 
will want to be in on this v.h.f. contest, so 
get started on your gear now. 5JD’s sug- 
gestion re the round table QSO for Sunday 
nights has not been fully supported as yet, 
although there is quite a bit of activity at that 
time. 

5AX is still heard after the W.I.A._ session 
on 50 Mc. each Sunday. 5BC and 5HD are 
on 50 Me. regularly each week. 5FM and 5MO 
started a QSO ‘on 3.5 Mc. then 7 Mc., and 
finished up on 50 Mc.; heard to remark that 
v.h.f. was the best for local QSO. I have been 
telling you that for 15 years Pete. 5GA _ is 
dabbling with harmonic oscillators, using a 6A6. 
5JD is back from VK3 and has cured the hum 
in the transmission, has good quality phone 
now. 5RO using flea power to a 6J6; good 
signal. 5GF also using QRP—0.15 watt—to a 
6J6. 5MD has a good signal on 50 Mc. Wel- 
come to 50 Mc. 5BY; only on c.w. but a. good 
start. 5MK vacated 288 for 50.Mc.; has bad 
hum in modulator. 5GL, after being quiet for 
a few weeks, bobbed up with QRO and nice sig. 


144 Mc. DOINGS OF THE MONTH 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


New stations on this band are 2VL and 2AFZ. 
2VL is using 7193s and hopes to shortly make 
up a crystal controlled Tx using an 832 in the 
final. Quite a number of new stations are pre- 
paring to attack the two metre band for the 
contest. 2GA made the long trip from Woy 
Woy to Sydney and back to collect a 522 Tx 
which should be on the band before the contest 
starts. 2AYP has just got his P38 Rx going and 
hopes to have a 522 Tx going before the contest. 

Mobile work is still occupying the attention 
of some of the stations on 144 Mc. Recently, 
2ABO, 2HL, 2YM and 2ANF were all out on 
the one afternoon and, with the exception of 
2YM who was not heard by the others, all met 
in person near the water tanks at Mobb’s 
Hill, a favourite v.h.f. spot. 2ABO is using a 
xtal controlled rig with 832 in the final and 
clamp tube mod. 2XX has his mobile rig in 
action but is having modulator trouble. 


2LS has a 522 Tx going and putting out a very 
strong signal on,a dipole. Lionel hopes to put 
up a beam shortly and add the Rx section of 
the 522 in place of his present ASV Rx. 2HO 
had some excitement one morning when listen- 
ing around the band. He heard a very weak 
m.c.w. signal on the low end of 144 Mc. which 
Roy read as a W1HD. A cable was sent to the 
U.S.A. to seek verification but at time of writ- 
ing no news has been received. Being an old 
hand at ciw., Roy is not likely to have misread 
the call sign so hope is not yet abandoned. The 
previously reported reception of W signals on 
two metres was not verified as the station heard 
was being relayed by another station on ten 
metres at the same time. 

2ARG has made a comeback on two and still 
putting out large slices of signal with his 522. 
Bob is hoping to hook on an 829B very shortly. 
2MQ is re-building the final of his Tx using flat 
strip lines. This rig, using 826s in the final, is 
the one described some time ago in the pages 


of this magaine. 2ADY, the Gladesville Radio 
Club station, is being heard regularly on Sun- 
day nights on both 2 and 6 working club 
members and others. The club is holding a 
contest to run during one Sunday of the main 
144 Mc. contest so this year the 144 Mc. contest 
should be bigger than ever. 

2QZ has finally tamed his new Tx. 2ANF is 
talking new beams and a new Tx. The North 
Coast boys are getting interested in 144 and 
2X0 reports intentions of a number of them 
to set up v.h.f. gear mainly for working amongst 
themselves. Such equipment should prove ex- 
tremely valuable for the flood emergency nets. 
particularly for short distances where 144, or 
50 Mc., could provide the certain and reliable 
conditions which the 7 Mc. band does not. 


VICTORIAN V.H.F. GROUP NOTES 


Next Group meeting is on Wednesday night, 
15th August at the W.I.A. rooms. Details of 
the evening’s activities have not yet been de- 
cided, but will be publicised over 3WI broad- 
easts. A large gathering at the June meeting 
heard an interesting talk by Sqn. Ldr. Hargraves 
backed by two films depicting anomalous propa- 
gation, and weather conditions likely to pro- 
duce such anomalous propagation or ducting. 
The sound projector was loaned by Pastor Doug 
Nicholls who also brought along a colour film 
showing the life story of Albert Namatjira, the 
famous aboriginal artist. All pictures were well 
received by those present. 

Sqn. Ldr. Hargraves in his address stated that 
frequencies above about 56 Mc. are not affected 
by ionospheric conditions but may be affected 
by tropospheric conditions. JIonospheric con- 
dition permitting DX on 50 Me. and short skip 
conditions on lower frequencies, known as spor- 
adic E, are quite unpredictable. The film on 
anomalous propagation showed how objects, 
normally outside the range of radar stations, 
suddenly appear on the c.r.o, screen and_so 
render it useless for its normal purposes. The 


“ second film showed how the refractive index 


of the atmosphere under certain weather con- 
ditions causes sufficient binding of v.h.f. radia- 
tions to enable them to follow the earth’s cur- 
vature and how the effect known as ducting can 
eccur. It was interesting to note that the re- 
fracting layer could be as low as ten feet above 
the ground and that refracting layers occur 
more frequently at low altitudes than at heights 
necessary to produce ducting at 144 Mc. Hence 
it appears that higher frequencies may enable 
more frequent contacts with distant stations. 


After the films, the meeting was opened for 
general business, which, fortunately, was soon 
disposed of, for the hour was late. Perhaps 
the most outstanding item was the revelation 
that a donation of a pair of 24Gs as a prize 
for a 576 Mc. contest had been made by 3XA 
about two years ago (acknowledged in these 
notes in May, 1949, issue) but had never been 
awarded and had remained in the instrument 
library until their presence was accidentally dis- 
covered recently. 3XA and 3JO were appointed 
to a committee to draw up rules governing a 
contest for 576 Mc. These will be printed in 
these notes next month, but, as it is likely 
that the contest will open on ist September, 
all cobwebs, etc., should be removed from 576 
Me. rigs at once. 

In the notes from VK2 last month it was 
noticed that the v.h.f. c.c. idea had met with 
their approval. To date, no claims for member- 
ship have been received here, but judging from 
remarks, it would seem that QSL cards, nec- 
essary for verification of contacts, are harder 
to get than actual contacts. 


576 MEGACYCLES 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


As reported. last month, tests were carried 
out with horizontal and vertical polarisation 
by 2WJ, 2AJZ and 2DF. 2WJ reports that the 
horizontal was superior and since the tests most 
of those operating on the band have changed to 
horizontal. However, it Must be pointed out 
that the tests really did not prove anything as 
the horizontal beams were 24 element types, 
whereas the vertical beams were of the simple 
four over four type. 2DF had identical vertical 
and horizontal beams but the east coast chaps’ 
beams were not the same and definitely favoured 
the horizontal types. The test was therefore 
unfairly biassed in favour of horizontal. How- 
ever, as the 24 element beams give six stacks 
when used horizontally as against two when 
used vertically, horizontal polarisation should 
suit them better. 

2QW is a-new station on the band and has 
already contacted 2WJ and 2AJZ using a small 
transceiver with a lighthouse tube. He plans 
to get a pair of larger lighthouse tubes going 
for the Tx to run about 10 watts. 2AET, who 
won the RL18s in the recent field day contest, 
has put them to good use and now has a Tx 
and Rx going on the band. 2JU also has a neat 
Tx and Rx going and should do fairly well 
when he gets a beam up in the air. 

Acknowledgments to VKs 2ANF, 
5KL for the above material. 


3JO0 and 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 
President: Wal Nye, VK2XU. 


Secretary: David H. Duff (VK2E0O), Box 1734 
G.P.O., Sydney. 


Meeting Night: Fourth Friday of each month at 
Science House, Corner Gloucester and Essex 
Sts., Sydney. 


Divisional Sub-Editor: Don B. Knock, VK2NO, 
43 Yanko Avenue, Waverley, Sydney. 


Zone Correspondents: North Coast and Table- 
lands: J. M. Retallick, VK2XO, Raleigh; New- 
castle: Ron McD. Stuart, VK2ASJ, 98 Dunbar 
St., Stockton; Coalfields and Lakes: Harry 
Hawkins, VK2YL, 27 Comfort Ave., Cessnock; 
Western: W. H. Stitt, VK2WH, Cambijowa, 
Forbes; South Coast and Southern: Roy Ray- 
nor, VK2DO, 42 Pettit St., Yass; Eastern Sub- 
urbs: Don Knock, VK2NO, 42 Yanko Ave., 
Waverley; Northern Suburbs: Harry Powell, 
VK2AYP, Russell Av., Wahroonga; St. George: 
Chas. Coyle, VK2YK. e 


VICTORIA 


President: G. S. C. Semmens, VK3GS. 
Secretary: C. Dyer (VK3DY), 19 Collington 
Ave., Brighton (XA 6326). 

Administrative Secretary: Mrs. S. May, Law 
Court Chambers, 191 Queen St., Melbourne. 


Meeting Night: First Wednesday of each _ month 
at the Radio School, Melb. Technical College. 


Zone Correspondents: Western: C. C. Waring, 
VK3YW, 12 Skene St., Stawell; South Western: 
K. O’Rorke, VK3AKR, Killigrew, Westmere; 
North Eastern: T. K. Tennant, c/o. Victory 
Theatre, Tatura; Far North West.: M. Folie, 
VK3GZ, 101 Lemon Ave., Mildura; Eastern: 
H. O. Kellas, VK3AHK, Tinambra; North 
Western: C. Case, VK3ACE, Cummign Ave., 
Birchip. 


FEDERAL 
FEDERAL CONSTITUTION ALTERATIONS 


Federal Executive, on behalf of the Federal 
Council of the W.I.A., hereby gives notice that 
it is intended to alter the Federal Constitution 
of the W.I.A. (as amended 1947). 


Section 21 as follows: By deleting the words 
“within 60 days immediately preceding’ and 
inserting in lieu thereof ‘60 days prior to.” 


Section 28 as follows: (a) Deleting the words 
“the Headquarters” in lines three and four, and 
inserting the word “any” in lieu thereof; and 
(b) deleting the words “the Headquarters’ in 
line 7, and inserting the word “appropriate” 
in lieu thereof. 


SLOW MORSE TRANSMISSIONS 


The following transmissions from the official 
W.LA. stations are given on 3,504 Ke. on the 
days and times shown below:— 


Sunday—VK3WI1, 2030 to 2100 hours E.A.S.T. 
Monday—VK2WI, 2000 to 2030 hours E.A.S.T. 
Tuesday—VK4WI, 1930 to 2000 hours E.A.S.T. 
Wednesday—VK6WI, not operating at present. 
Thursday—VK5WI, 1930 to 2000 hours E.A.S.T. 
Friday—VK7WI1, 2030 to 2100 hours E.A.S.T. 


INTERFERENCE TO OFFICIAL BROADCASTS 


With monotonous regularity, interference on 
the official WI broadcast channel frequency of 
7196 Ke. still persists despite repeated requests 
that this channel be kept clear on Sunday 
mornings. Chaps, even if YOU are not inter- 
ested in W.1.A. activities, please give those who 
ARE interested a chance to hear. 


On one or two occasions recently, WI sta- 
tions themselves have remained on the channel 
after cessation of the Divisional broadcast, thus 
interfering with the broadcast from_the next 
official station on the schedule. When your 
Division has concluded its broadcast PLEASE 
be sure to change frequency to the Intra-state 
channel! In the Eastern States particuarly, the 
broadcast is very often stronger in adjacent 
States than it is in the State in which the 


programme originates. 


REMEMBRANCE DAY. CONTEST 
Just a reminder that the Remembrance Day 
Contest is scheduled for the week-end, llth and 
12th August, and contrary to rule one (1) as 
published in the July issue of “A.R.”, the 
Contest is twenty-four hours’ duration for any 
participant. 
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WI BROADCASTS 


All Amateurs are urged to Keep these 
frequencies clear during, and for a period 
of 15 minutes after, the official Broadcasts. 


VK2WI: Sundays, 1100 hours EST, 7196 Ke. 
and 2000 hours EST 50 and 144 Mc. No 
frequency checks available from VK2WI. 
Intra-State working frequency, 7175 Ke. 


VK3WI: Sundays, 1130 hours EST, simultane- 
ously on 3598 and 7196 Ke. and re-broad- 
cast on 50 and 144 Mc. bands. Intra-State 
working frequency 7185 Ke. Individual 
frequency checks of Amateur Stations 
given when VK8WI is on the air. 


VK4WI: Sundays, 0900 hours EST, simultane- 
ously on 3750 Ke., 7196 Ke., 14342 Ke., 
52.4 Mc. and 144.138 Mc. Frequency 
checks are given two nights weekly, and 
the times are announced during Sunday 
broadcasts. 7065 Ke. channel is used 
from 1000 to 1030 hours each Sunday as 
VK4 query service to VK4WI. 


VK5WI: Sundays, 1000 hours SAST, on 7196 
Ke. Frequency checks are given by 
VKS5DW. by arrangements only on the 7 
and 14 Mc. bands. 


VK6WI: Sundays, 0930 hours WAST, on 17196 
Ke. No frequency checks available. 


VK7WI: Sundays, at 1000 hours EST, on 7196 
Ke. and 146.5 Mc. No frequency checks 
are available. 


QUEENSLAND 


President: J. H. Farrell, VK4WJ. 


Secretary: J. F. Pickles, VK4FP, Box 638J, 
G.P.O., Brisbane. 

Meeting Night: Third Friday in each month at 
the I.R.E. Rooms, Wickham St., Valley. 

Divisional Sub-Editor: Clive J. Cooke, VK4CC, 
Kuran Street, Chermside, Brisbane. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


President: E. A. Barbier, VK5MD. 


Secretary: G. M. Bowen, VK5XU, Box 1234K, 
G.P.O., Adelaide. 


Meeting Night: Second Tuesday of each month 
at 17 Waymouth St., Adelaide. 


Divisional Sub-Editor: W. W. Parsons, VK5PS, 
10 Victoria Avenue, Rose Park. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


President: J. Campbell-Watson, VK6JW. 


Secretary: H. B. Lang, Box N1002, G.P.O., 
Perth, W.A. 

Meeting Place: Padbury House, Cr. St. George’s 
Ter. and King St., Perth. 

Meeting Night: Third Tuesday of each month. 

Divisional Sub-Editor: Alec A. Smith, VK6AS, 
75 Weston St., Carlisle, Western Australia. 


TASMANIA 


President: R. O’May, VK70M. 


Secretary: L. W. Edwards, VK7LE, Box 371B, 
G.P.O., Hobart. 

Meeting Night: First Wednesday of each month 
at the Photographic Society’s Rooms, 163 
Liverpool St., Hobart. y 

Divisional Sub-Editor: S. Excell, VK7SJ, 177 p 
Molle St., Hobart, Tasmania. 

North Zone Correspondent: C. A. Cullinan, 
VKTXW, 12 Montrose Place,, Launceston. 


It is with deep regret that we 
record the passing of:— 


VK4HF—Hal Fitzallen, June, 1951. 


VK7MC—Ern Cooper, July, 1951. 


Please take an interest in this most worthy 
Contest and send in your log even if you only 
have the bare minimum of six contacts required 
—it all helps the Contest Committee to check 
the scores and adds materially to the State 
score in competing for the trophy. 


Federal Executive have printed special Con- 
test Log Sheets which have already been for- 
warded to each Division for circulation to mem- 
bers. Divisions have been asked to see that a 
supply is forwarded to each Zone for further 
circulation. It is particularly requested that 
every participant forward his Log on _ this 
approved Log Sheet; if your friends can’t get 
into the various centres for them you can see 
that they obtain some. 3 


There is space for 40 contacts on each sheet, 
so don’t take more than you and/or your friends 
require. 


The Log Sheets have been supplied on a per 
capita basis; if any Division has too many 
please make arrangements to forward the sur- 
plus to a Division or zone requiring more than 
anticipated. Thank you gentlemen—and may 
the best State win! 


el es pe fed fed fed ed pe pe fet fad fed edd ep fp 
W.LA, ACTIVITIES CALENDAR ! 


August 11-12: Remembrance Day Contest. 


October 13-14: VK-ZL Jubilee Contest 
(C.W. Section). 


October 20-21: WK-ZL Jubilee Contest 
(Phone Section). 


GOOD NEWS 


Members will be pleased to know that Gordon 
Weynton, VK3XU, Federal Vice-President, has 
recovered from severe injuries received some 
months ago when he was involved in a car 
accident. 


Gordon has been heard back on the air in 
VK3 and is surely and steadily winning his way 
back to health and strength. We members of 
Federal Executive who have been more closely 
associated with Gordon know how seriously 
injured he was and the tremendous will to live 
that no doubt pulled him through. ~ 


Every Amateur will wish Gordon the best 73 y 
and a rapid return to his normal daily duties. 


TRAVELLING ABROAD 


J. M. Dobbyn, of the P.M.G’s. Department, 
and Sqn. Ldr. Ron Hargreaves (VK3AFR), have 
both left Australia for duties abroad in their 
respective spheres of duty. Federal Executive, 
have given these gentlemen a letter of intro- 
duction to Amateur Societies abroad, should 
the opportunity present itself for them to attend 
overseas Societies’ conventions or meetings, and 
they have expressed their pleasure and willing- 
ness to make personal contact with our overseas 
friends and bring back to us their impressions 
of Amateur Radio in other countries. We wish 
them a pleasant journey and a safe return to 
their native land. 


FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 


The following is a list of the bands available 
for use by the Amateur Service in Australia, 
followed by the types of emission allowed on 
those bands. 


3.5 to 3.8 Mc.—A1, 3, 3a, 6F3. 
7.0 to 7.2 Mc.—Al, 3, 3a, 6F3. 
14.0 to 14. 5 
26.96 to 27.23 Mc.—Al, 3, F.M. 


28.0 to 30.0 Mc.—Al, 3, 3a, 6F3. 

50.0 to 54.0 Mc.—Al, 2, 3, F.M. 

144 to 148 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse 

288 to 296 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse 

576 to 585 Mc.—A0, l, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse 
1215 to 1300 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse 
2300 to 2450 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
5650 to 5850 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
10000 to 10500 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
21000 to 22000 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 


_ae 


1 
30000 Mc. and higher—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 


EASTERN AND SOUTHERN SUBURBS 


Ern 2ASE says that he hasn’t been on the 
air very much of late because of home jobs and 
getting ready for 144 Mc. with Andy 2AX egg- 
ing him on in the latter direction. A welcome 
is extended to Joe 2AYH who is a new Amateur 
in the Bondi area. He started up on 20 and is 
now on 40 with a nice signal. Alf 2CE pops 
up now and again on 40 to discuss 144 Mc. with 
the Eastern Suburbs boys. Dave 2AYE_ is 
mostly occupied on 40, but will be on the other 
bands as soon as he gets the shack renovated. 
After talking about it for some time in pre-war 
days, Col 2ABD has broken out on v.hf., and 
is on 6 metres. He talks of his doings there 
with 2WH and 2ACU. 2AIG Ray now operating 
on 144 Mc. Andy 2AX finds his location for 144 
Mc. poor. Your Sub-Editor feels out in the 
cold about v.h.f’s. these days, after having 
“lived” on ’em for long pre-war years, and is 
hoping to find time to break out any tick of 
the clock. Bruce 2AZH active on 40 with nice 
phone signal, is yearning to get to his new 
southern subuib location. : 


George 2AHJ also on 40 phone with a n.b.f.m. 
signal, using a reactance modulator set-up. Ivan 
2TN is heard at intervals on 40 phone, usually 
at the week-ends. A gale snapped a dural top 
section of 2NO’s mast. Radio dealer Horrie 
Oakes had bad luck in the morse exam. recently 
for his ticket. Keep plodding OM, you’ll make 
it in the end as others of mature age have done. 
Latest about Bill 2BC is that he is likely to 
give c.w. away for a while and to break out 
on phone. Ted 2AHQ not heard for some time, 
recently had an arrival, a 4th harmonic. Jack 
2EZ is heard at intervals on 20 phone and Jack 
2FJ is said to be completing a new 20 metre 
beam for ‘use at his new location somewhere 
up the coast. Most consistent VK2 from a 
southerly direction heard on 80 in the Sydney 
area seems to be Alan 2ACC, of Heathcote. His 
phone signal from his 80 metre folded dipole is 
about the same strength by day and by night, 
ample indication that the boys really should 
make daylight use of 80 for contacts covering up 
to 300 miles or so. Heard frequently on 40 phone 
these days is the old ‘Sugar Apple,’ Wal 2SA. 
230 is heard seeking and working the c.w. DX 
on 20; don’t recall hearing him on any other 
band. Acknowledgment is made to 2ASE and 
2AYE for assistance with news items. 
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NORTH COAST AND TABLELANDS ZONE 


Clive 2AGM has staged a come back and 
working 8). 2LH working 20, 6 and 80. Doc’s 
new 80 antenna has made a big difference. 2ASO 
building new v.f.o. 2ADE too busy for much 
hamming, but works 2LH nightly on 6. 2LR 
and 2AJB active on 40 and 80. 2PA active on 
all bands during the week-ends only; Peter re- 
ports good results with his long wire antenna 
90 feet high at one end. 2SH active on 20, 
using G8PO. 2AWS Len will soon be on the 
air again and has two 65 feet electric light poles 
to erect for masts. 2A4EY busy hunting gold 
dust. 2AHA building 50 and 144 gear. 2JC 
completed new 4 element beam and 50 Mc. gear 
to work Rod 2ACU (Coonamble) who has also 
built 6 and 144 gear—the country gang will soon 
all be on the v.h.f’s. 2DK not very active due 
to shearing, 


No word from any of the Inverell gang, what 
cooks boys? Sid 2APS not very active of late. 
20E not very active, no news from the Grafton 
gang. 2ARY putting out good phone, a new 
antenna too. 2CJ works plenty of ZLs on 40, 
it is pleasing to report that 2JK’s health is again 
100 per cent. 2ADN working plenty of DX on 
20. 2ARJ Jim too busy for Ham Radio these 
days. 2DX working 20 only. 2APB Ken Brand- 
ford, a new Ham at Coff’s, active on 20 and 40. 
2AHK, late of Sydney, now on from Dorrigo 
3,000 feet above sea level; Errol hopes to put 
up a vee beam and to get going on 144 Mc. 


COALFIELDS AND LAKES 


Again not much to report and bands generally 
quiet. The winter seems to frighten most of 
the gang from their shacks. Ken 2ANU now 
using crystal on 144, very nice signal too. Has 
had the XYL in hospital, all hope she is well 
again. Geoff 2VU not heard so much, on 6 
mainly and playing around with grid dip osc. 
Nothing to report from 2JZ, 2YO or 2PZ. Bob 
2TY sticking to 28 Mc., had a lucky escape from 
a serious eye injury in a recent gale, everything 
OK again. Another Bob 2KF doing his best to 
encourage an 803 to work on 28, a bit crazy 
there but OK on the other bands; Bob has f.b. 
phone these days. Max 2KZ another reliable 
28 Mc. phone and despite adverse conditions still 
getting good contacts. Jack 2ADT mainly works 
2BZ cross band 50-144, looks as if he will have 
to talk fast to keep 2BZ interested, the latter 
not so pleased with his new location. 2ADT 
also talks grid dip osc. and has made a multi- 
tester, also doing some rock grinding. 


PURCHASE NOW—DON’T DELAY. 


From near Wyong, Chas 2ARV is active on 
40 phone, getting out well too. Major 2RU is 
the only active station in Gosford, on 6 mainly 
but can be heard working cross band 50-144 
with the Woy Woy boys. Both Cec 2KR and 
John 2GA are going on 144 and 50, but not 
received well at the writer’s QTH, but 2RU is 
satisfactory. 2YL playing with 144 final, alter- 
ing a few antennae. Can’t get yes or no to my 
hearing of W6FTN on 144, my logging checks 
OK, he was on 144, but was working cross- 
band to 28 Mc. and the W6 thinks a stray sig- 
nal got into my 144 Mc. Rx. I am hoping 2HO’s 
reception of a W1 on 144 Mc. receives a better 
fate. 

HUNTER BRANCH 


Harold 2AHA who has done. yeoman service 
as Zone Correspondent for the Branch since its 
inception, has now relinquished the position. 
All are most grateful for the wonderful work 
he has done. 2ASJ, cannot hope to emulate his 
efforts, but will do my very best. Harold is 
giving me a lot of help, and I would like to 
appeal to all Hams in this Branch to let us 
know what they are building or wrecking so 
that we can pass the news on to others. 


In accordance with the decision made at the 
May meeting, the August meeting of the Hunter 
Branch will be held in Maitland. This will pro- 
vide an opportunity for members further up 
the Hunter to attend and take an active’ part 
in proceedings. It is hoped that Hams in the 
area who are not yet members will join up, 
and we are also hoping many of the younger 
generation will become associates. The meeting 
will be held at the Technical College, Maitland, 
on Friday, 10th August, when we will be priv- 
ileged to hear a lecture by the now famous Joe 
Reed 2JR. This will be something new in lec- 
turing technique, the subject being ‘“‘Stabilised 
Oscillators.”” Newcastle members who have no 
transport, and wish to go to Maitland, please 
contact our Secretary 2SF (Tel. B 1874) and 
he will endeavour to arrange this for you. We 
understand 2DZ is doing good work spreading 
the news around the Coalfields. 


State President Wal Nye made time to call 
on 2AHA, 2ZC, 2FP and 2XQ during a flying 
business trip up this way. 


2XY had holidays in June, hence the bad 
weather. A gale wrecked 2MR’s mast, but Edgar 
soon got going again, and hopes to be on 20 
soon. 2AAM celebrating arrival of baby daugh- 
ter; congrats. Merv! 2WP QRT of late. Bill 
shifted QTH. 2PQ has new beam, Tom active 
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with dual purpose 40/80 antenna. Vice President 
2AFS has moved to Williamtown, and is absent 
on 10. 2CW is working ZLs on 40 phone de- 
spite shift work; get QRT idea out of your head. 
Bill. Doing a fine job for Branch is 2AXM who 
is coaching Associates; also doing good business 
on RA10s. 2PT started shack building, soon be 
on the air. 

Thanks to 2DG for some Maitland news. Keith 
is without mike, knocking over DX on 20 c.w., 
such as EK1, EA6/9. 2VO receiving help with 
new Rx from 2DG. Vic 2AKP has new shack 
in yard, says it’s too cold this weather. 2ANL 
is quiet lately, no doubt Joe will be at Mait- 
land meeting. 10 metres has been receiving 
attention from: “Old Man of - 80” 2XQ; some 
nice DX was result says John. 2TY was_in- 
jured during recent gale, is working KH6s 
again. Geoff 2VU gone QRO on 6, and QSOed 
2LZ. Hunter Branch members hit v.h.f. head- 
lines recently, and we are proud of them. 2ANU 
of Muscle Creek has contacted 2LY of Katoom- 
ba on 144 Mc. over very bad terrain. 2AGD 
has new rig on 40, f.b. signal. 2CN put in a 
lot of work on 20 metre beam, and watched 
it anxiously during the gale. 2AHA been port- 
able from Karuah and Speer’s Point; just about 
completed painting job. 2BZ is QTH at the 
moment, Dave promises to have a very long 
wire on 40 soon. After his success on 20 phone, 
2AATI is revamping his RA10. Old timer, 2AFA, 
has purchased a TA12D, looking for modulation 
gen. May be his neighbours, 2AGG and 2AES 
will get the urge again too. 

2LV active again shortly; not so QRL with 
“harmonic” now. 2KG has new Rx perking up 
to 70.Mc., and Ken is reading mail on 40. 2NX, 
2VG and 2UY have been given front page pub- 
licity. in Newcastle papers; they were photo- 
graphed working on ship’s radar installation— 
the first fitted here. Nil of these three on Ham 
bands though. 20 DX man 2TE also absent of 
late. 2AWD is moving to “big smoke.” 2AGY 
must still be QRL with new QTH, as nil of 
Fred on air. Secretary 2SF soon be on 40 c.w. 
with xtal control and 807 final. 21S Ivan pleased 
with new freq. meter and monitor, spending 
holidays making shdck ornate. 2PJ working 
ZLs on 40 phone and c.w..with only 5 watts, 
Bill also has rig on 20. Veteran 2AMM .heard 
on all bands (pansies permitting); William is 
working Zils like steam. 2ASJ_ having ‘excel- 
lent results with series screen modulated Type 
3, thanks to very hard work and patience of 
2XY. All members extend sincere sympathy to 
Norm 2ANA in the recent loss of his mother. 


» 


SOUTH COAST AND SOUTHERN 


Although our Sunday morning hook-up is 
slowly gaining in strength it does not seem to 
be producing the notes I had hoped to gather. 
However we have learned that Ross 2PN has 
been in hospital; understand that Ross is home 
again. and on the way to good health. Geoff 
2BQ has a new rig on 20—pair of 834s. Gor- 
don 20W now boasts of 63 countries on 20; 
his list for one month included FN8, 9S4AX, 
LB5ZC, MB9BJ, YS10, HS1AS, LX, UQ, and 
GC just to mention a few. 2EU has been down 
in Melbourne on holidays and usually contacts 
VK3 stations on Sunday mornings; on xtal 
at the moment, but a v.f.o. is under way. Two 
zone stations not heard for a long time were 
contacted, 2RM at Duntroon Military-was not 
easily copied due to skip, but Jack 20Y had 
his usual nice signal but had no news of any 
interest. Don 2ASD of the south coast is on 
40 and is operating from Wollongong Club Tx. 


According to 2EU there is a new Ham at 
Corowa but no news as to call etc. Visitors 
this month were 2JQ who passed through town 
on the way back from Sydney. Cec 2ALS 
proudly displays new D104 mike of English 
origin; he is thinking of putting up a half 
wave for 80. 20W, 2AMD, 2DY, 2AKY, 2BQ 
are all fairly reliable contacts each Sunday 
morning in the zone hook-up. Les 2PI also 
called on his way back from West Wyalong, 
said his Clapp had some drift, found some zero 
type condensers, so perhaps all is stable now. 


What with stock-taking and a spot of batch-- 


ing, I have been hard put to get this batch to- 
gether. The Tx will be dusted for the R.D. 
Contest, the only one I am interested in. 


WESTERN ZONE 


Rod 2ACU is practically going on 50—Tx com- 
plete 800s in final and 50 Mc. converter is nearly 
finished. New Ham at Dubbo is 2APE who used 
an AT5/AR8, the only comment “no monkey 
business.” 2II also of Dubbo has a new hobby 
gliding—so far is only in the building stage, 
not air borne yet. Very busy trying to get 
into the new home before Xmas. Freddie 2VZ 
far too QRL for Ham Radio. Tom 2AMR still 
the most active Amateur from Dubbo, heard 
often. 2ACT Bill is doing good work with his 
jong wire on 14 Mc. 2SS, of Lawson, quite 
active and heard on 7°Mc. John 2AMV, of 
Forbes, has been bitten by the carpentry bug 
and doing all sorts of jobs around the house. 


Perhaps John has reformed or preparatory to 


2BT, of Eurgowra, has 
works 7 Mc. 


the bug again biting. 
a SCR522 nearly going on 6, 
occasionally. 


2EI, of Parkes, is consistent on 40 and 80, 
while his opposite 21IE threatens to make a 
comeback. On the latter score, 2NS says he 
has been threatening for two years. Trevor 
has been busy concreting around the _ house, 
painting it too. Now has his ninth sticker for 
the DX C.C. and 196 confirmed. Zone officer 
2WH, although he supplied much of the infor- 
mation above, has been excused from con- 
tributing these notes as he was in Sydney for 
the Sheep Show. The weather was extremely 
wet as was the hospitality afforded by Colin 
2ABD. Whether 2ABD’s visit to 2WH’s or vice- 
versa was the most pleasant remains to be 
proved—reactions however were similar. Hugo 
however has managed a few new countries since 
his return and admires nice QSLs from HEILAA 
and MF2AA. 2EX, of Springwood, is sworn 
off until a new frequency meter is produced. 
2LZ, of Wentworth Falls, has been hitting 
the news on 144, chalked up an over 100 miles 
contact with 2A4NU in Muswellbrook. 2HZ 
works a few skeds week-ends, but otherwise 
not active, will chase the DX again about Xmas. 


VICTORIA 


CENTRAL WESTERN ZONE 


The main item of interest is the Zone Con- 
vention to be held at Ararat on Sunday, 16th 
September, commencing about 12 noon. The 
afternoon event—the Tx hunt on 3.5 Mc.—car- 
ries worthwhile prizes for the winner, three 
miniature tubes (6AG5s and 6AQ5) donated by 
3PD; im addition 3XU has donted a special 
prize for the first zone station to find the Tx, 
so go to it chaps and don’t let other zones run 
off with the spoils. 3XU has also donated a 
prize for the best piece of Ham-built equip- 
ment on display (no revamping disposals). Win- 
ner of this section to be determined by ballot 
of those present. 3ARL has donated a prize to 
be won by the winner of a brain warming 
competition. All in all we think a very enjoy- 
able day will be spent by those who make the 
trip, so mark the date on the calendar and keep 
it free. A detailed programme will be included 
in next month’s notes, and over VK3WI. 

Our worthy President 3KU is back on the 
air again, and has been heard pounding away 
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on 14 Mc. c.w. Ken 3ANP has been mainly on 
e.w. of late and laments the fact he has not 
heard much of my n.b.f.m., he has also built 
up a v.f.o. using the ‘Franklin’ circuit and 
finds it far superior to the ‘‘Clapp’’. Kevin 3IQ 
is on his way to Darwin per two model ‘‘T’s’’. 


Two visitors this month, 3TL from Kerang, 
on a week-end visit, and possibly the last of 
3W@Q (or should I say 5WQ), on his way with 
he family to VK5. We shall miss you Charlie, 
and will long remember you and your dis- 
posals efforts, VK5 has certainly gained some- 
hing. 38AKW has the 144 Me. Tx going, re- 
eption to date is 2 miles to a portable Rx in 
he car. Bill is putting a beam up so all should 
e well there before long. 3AKP is looking out 
or a tower. 3ARM (out west) has revamped 
he FS6 and now is rolling in on 3.5—don’t for- 
et the Convention Bob. Plans are in hand at 
mW: s! to: put a 829)<in the! sisi:b. Dx, (3DP) is 
still pegging away on 7 Mc. s.s.b., but is look- 
ing forward to getting -on to 14 Mc., where 
apparently s.s.b. is not quite so on the nose— 
which brings me to the thought for today: 
“Are our Rx’s keeping pace with advances in 
TES : 

NORTH EASTER NZONE 

By the time these notes reach print the Con- 
vention will be over and new officers elected 
including a new zone correspondent. 3YV 
donated a pair of 813s which will have been 
won by some successful person for the best 
piece of home-made equipment at the Conven- 
tion. Zone hook-up was somewhat of a mara- 
thon lasting to 4 p.m. 3UI was on deck for 
the hook-up from 3CI’s after travelling 35 miles 
on the back of a motor cycle in- cold wet 
weather. 3CI having fun_and games with rotary 
converters in a d.c. area, but the trouble is 
worth it Sid, R5 S9 plus now. Chas 3ACW is 
building an inter-com. set on his utility so that 
he can talk to his harmonics while he burbles 
along; 2 metre mobile gear also being built. 
Doing fine work on 20 metres so I hear. 


3ACK playing.acrobatics with R/C plane too 
close to ground; it did! 3FD working ZLs on 
40 metres. 3GD now has new QTH, has left 
batteries for the a.c. 3AJO holidaying, I mean 
honeymooning, in VK4. 3AT has been presented 
with another female harmonic. Best wishes to 
XYL from zone members Alec. Your corres- 
pondent has a very new QTH but don’t ask 
XYL about radio gear. Quite a taboo subject 
whilst settling in. 3AGG still busy with every- 


ct 


wr cthotad 


thing except radio. 3PE in the land of the lost, 


where are you Len? 


SOUTH WESTERN ZONE 


3AGD active with rig, harmonic and tape re- 
corders. 3II has had his shack re-built and is 
finished in duck egg blue. 3BV filling little tin 
boxes up with resistors and condensers without 
a great deal of success; what about building me 
up a miniature Tx Ian. 3AGV in the zone hook- 
up on 80, used an ATR2B, f.b. sig. 3YE has 
now left Colac for Melbourne; hope to hear 
you soon Vern. 3ADN on 80 occasionally, does 
a lot of listening, and busy building new house. 
3KX on zone hook-up from 3AGV’s. Jack 3ASV 
is rebuilding, will be some time before he gets 
on the air. 3HG and 3JA fairly active on 80 
and 40. Received some news from the Warrnam- 
bool area this month and at the time’ of writing 
it could not be found. Sorry Frank, I’ll put it 
in my log next time. Bill 3BU works ZLs on 
40. ° 3IC not active. 3AJT on 20, has mod. 
troubles. 3ALG is expecting a change of QTH 
shortly. 3ABE heard spasmodically on 20. 3AKE 
active on 144 Mc., the QQEO6/40 really peps 


‘ things up. 


3VA, 3GR and 3MH heard in QSO with ZLs 
on 40 phone. 3HW not active; 3BE also quiet. 
3ASV and 3AMH building new rigs; stacks of 
audio available at 3AMH’s, 100THs in p.p. mod. 
5GF, 3UT and 3AJI visitors to Ballarat, also 
2QI mobile marine. 3ALM delving into the 
mysteries of that ancient game, golf. FK8AB 
QSOed 3MH on 40 c.w., Mart had a visit from 
3RE. 3RU tried hard to get rid of the QRM 
from 3GR. by tipping the jalopy over; no ser- 
ious damage so QRM as usual. 3YT catching a 
few on 10, what about trying 40 Alan. 


GEELONG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


The first meeting of the month took the form 
of a discussion on the previous Exhibition held 
by the Club after which members were trans- 
ported by cars to the home of the President, 
Alf 3AJF, and were shown many pieces of 
equipment from 80 metres to 144 Mc. The next 
meeting was the Annual General Meeting. The 
election of officers resulted as follows: Mr. R. 
Heighway, 3ABK, President; Mr. P. Cartwright, 
Snr. Vice-President; Mr. Max Stock, Jnr. Vice- 
President; Mr. K. Muller, Secretary; Mr. Brian 
Lloyd, 3AOL, Treasurer; Mr. F. Freeman, 3ALG, 
Publicity Officer; Mr: R. Tucker, Librarian; 
Committee: Messrs. W. Brownbill 3BU, R. 
Wookey 3IC, P. Perkins, and J. Beckingham. 
Technical Advisory: A. Forster, W. Brownbill, 
E. Kosseck, and R. Heighway. It was decided 
at this meeting to hold all future meetings on 
a Wednesday night. 
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QUEENSLAND 


It is with sincere regret that we record the 
passing of Hal Fitzallen (4HF) who lost his life 
in tragic circumstances in June. Especially do 
we offer our heartfelt sympathy to his mother 
who, to my knowledge, was dependent on Hal 
for her support. What a dreadful blow to us 
all. The Wireless Institute was represented at 
the funeral by our Secretary, John Pickles. 


Speaking of John Pickles, tit worthy gentle- 
man has found time between his very tedious 
duties of Secretary to build up the major part 
of a 144 Mc. Tx. John has given me his valu- 
able assistance on several occasions. He did a 
mighty job on my beam, and so far is the only 
person to have climbed right to the top. 4WF 
started to climb up one day, but I called him 
back when he started rocking the pole back 
and forth like a fishing rod. Bill told me it 
was child’s play to climb wee sticks like that. 
He often climbs the 750 foot mast at work—they 
have a spell every 250 feet—Ugh! 


I am led to believe that our country repre- 
sentative, 4UX, is to once more move to Long-~ 
reach. I guess if it is a permanent move we 
will have to start looking for a new country 
representative. It will be difficult to find one 
so well suited to the job Claude. 


By the time this appears in print 4FN should 
be in New Guinea and probably operating under 
a VK9 call. The country boys clubbed in and 
gave Frank a small token of their appreciation 
of services rendered. Frank should have a 
wonderful time working all the DX. The 
Queensland Division will be presenting him with 
an official gift also. I will suggest a thousand 
VK9 QSL cards, just to make sure we get one 
if we work him. 


Somewhere around the shack are some notes 
from the country. If I can’t find them I know 
the country correspondents are going to be 
sore—please forgive me and if located I will 
submit them for publication next month. Per- 
sonally I am finding it increasingly difficult to 
get any time at the tpyewriter at work. 


The number of ionospheric observation forms 
being returned is rather disappointing when you 
consider the total membership of the Queens- 
land Division. For May, seven forms were re- 
turned, for June we have so far nine on hand. 
Of course it’s still early in the month. ’Tis 
funny, but the city fellas don’t seem to think 
they are in the scheme—I have! been told that 
I have too much faith in human nature, I 
wonder? 


CAIRNS AMATEUR FIELD DAY (From 4MH) 


The outing proved to be a very successful 
-and delightful one and the weather superb, 
though cold. Quite a collection of equipment 
was used and the Cairns Amateurs were well 
represented. Visitors through the day were 
two Amateurs from Atherton. The first call 
of the day brought an answer from the town- 
ship of Nelson in New Zealand, followed by a 
call from New South Wales and other States. 
Mr. Frank Moody (4FM), the Honorary Tech- 
nician for the Cairns Aerial Ambulance, stated 
that the test calls from 4MH (portable) were 
very successful and satisfactory. The advance 
party did great work in putting up antennae 
and when the main body arrived it was not 
long before operating commenced. Several stu- 
dents did great work by keeping the coffee and 
eats in constant supply. 


The hidden Tx was worked by all, but not 
found, although 4DR was observed very close 
to it. Some of the residents of Kuranda show- 


ed keen interest and helped considerably. Cairns - 


Amateurs taking part were 4AX, 4JW, 4DR, 
4MH. We had the pleasure of meeting 4BP 
and 4GA, both of Atherton. The weekly news 
service from 4WI was received R5 S9 on both 
7 and 14 Mc. At the conclusion of the field day 
all voted the day a complete success and final- 
ised the day by a_ visit to the hydro electric 
scheme at Barron Falls. 


CLARE’S CORNER 


When 4ZB moves to his new QTH and an- 
other tower goes up on Wavell Heights, that 
suburb is going to look like a boom oil city. 
All within a stone’s throw are the beams of 
4WJ, 4WF, 4KP and 4CC. Looks like in the 
near future some form of traffic lights will be 
necessary to avoid the elements clashing. Looks 
as if the beam bug has also bitten Harold 4HB 
and another tower will soon be dotting the 
landscape. 


Heard that 4AH is busy home building, which 
accounts for his inactivity of late. 4YA has his 
new rig (pair 807s in push pull) on the air; 
after ironing out the bugs, is now working the 
DX with the rest of them. The marathon of 
the month was a six-way with a W6. VKs 
4RT, 4XA, 4KS, 4HB and 4HG participating. 
All received good reports and the W6 was 
tickled pink to work so many VK4s at the 
same time. Talking of Ws, congratulations to 


W6UZL on _ being the first W to receive the - 
Brisbane DX Club certificate. (Wouldn’t you 
if you had rhombics and 97 foot towers?—Sub- 
Ed.). 4HD in the Buderim Mts., will soon be 
heard on 20. Max is erecting a three element 
beam on that band, and hopes to be on soon. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


The June general meeting of the VK5 Division 
was held in the wide and spacious auditorium 
of the first and foremost broadcasting station 
in the State, to a splendid gathering of the 
local boys who made it quite clear that they 
had come along’ for the express purpose of 
hearing just what the guest speaker, Dr. Ross 
Adey (5AJ, ex-G3) had to say about his recent 
trip abroad. Ross described the various places 
that he visited with a wealth of detail, and 
surprised quite a number present when he told 
them of the rules and regulations which exist 
in England regarding the erection of beam 
aerials in any form or type, in fact it would 
appear that no type of aerial may be erected 
without first considering its effect upon the 
local surroundings from a beauty angle, to say 
nothing of the feelings of the various members 
of the local councils, etc. 

Ross spoke rather scathingly concerning the 
seemingly dictatorial attitude of the British 
P.M.G’s. Department toward the Radio Amateur 
and his own experience in that direction. He 
pointed out that disposals gear abounds in 
plenty in G and W lands, with prices very cheap 
in G, but in W the gear is about on par with 
prices in VK. His description of his flight to 
America in a luxury stratosphere ,liner (a con- 
verted B29 I am led to believe) was decidedly 
interesting, especially his amazement when, 
after several false starts due to obvious engine 
trouble, it was announced that ‘owing to the 
inclement weather, the flight was temporarily 
off.”” In commenting upon the real reason for 
his trip he said that England, in his opinion 
(and he should know), leads the world in the 
study of the brain, and he also described his 
visit to one of the largest hospitals in America 
together with a visit to Yale and Harvard 
Universities. 

He also visited the A.R.R.L. headquarters 
and painted a living picture of his reception 
af W1AW by the charming female secretary to 
the big noise of the home of Amateur Radio. 
This radiant personality also escorted him to 
the A.R.R.L. transmitting centre and _ per- 
mitted him to feast his eyes on an array of 
aerials, beams, transmitters, etc., that have to 
be seen to be believed. 

A few other points that Ross made were that 
the QRM in G land was terrific at-times from 
the European Amateurs, that VK signals were 
received on the whole from the long way round 
better than from the short, thus avoiding the 
aforementioned QRM, and last but not least the 
fact that he brought home an AR88. The enter- 
taining and interesting talk was brought to a 
close with a confession from Ross that with 
the terrific cold experienced in England, he 
fought a losing fight against wearing long under- 
pants but finally gave in and was sorry that 
he had not done so earlier. I had intended to 
ask him if they were the old-fashoned type 
that had the square window at the back, but 
my natural modesty held me back. The usual 
vote of thanks was received with genuine ap- 
plause and everybody agreed that a very pleas- 
ant evening had been spent. 


During his talk about America, Ross showed 
a picture of Alcatraz and remarked that with 
all this open space, free from QRM and very 
suitable for beams, etc., it was a wonder that 
“Doc” 5MD did not apply for a transfer. Very 
subtle, very subtle, but ‘‘Doc’s’” reply was a 
gem, although as very few heard it, I cannot 
repeat it, although if I was asked politely I 
might condescend to repeat it. 

Hall 5AW took copious notes of the talk 
for the official 5WI broadcast on Sunday morn- 
ing, but a certain Ham whose XYL listened in 
to it is wondering if this is a good idea, as 
his wife kept on saying “you didn’t tell me 
that Ross said that’ until he began to wish 
that Hal would have a fit or collapse or some- 
thing. The moral is, always check up on just 
what took place at the meeting before telling 
the XYL your version of the meeting! 

I was very interested the other night to hear 
on the air, 20 metres to wit, the instructive 
lecture delivered by “Professor”? Lance Cat- 
ford 5LC to student (complete with dunces 
cap) Ross Kelly 5LW on how to construct a 
standing wave indicator. Nobody was more 
amazed than the “Professor” when Ross_ said 
in an awe-stricken voice, “the lamp nearest 
the aerial coupler glows very bright, but the 
other lamp must be burnt out because it does 
not even glow.’’ I could almost hear in the 
distance the ghost voice of “Bongo Bongo’’, the 
KQ6, whose job it was to light the lamp in the 
lighthouse at nights, and blow it out each morn- 
ing. Have you no conscience Ross? 

In a QSO between ‘Doc’ 5MD and ‘Pop” 
5LD recently I heard ‘Doc’ threaten to tell 
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“me a few secrets concerning ‘“Pop’s’” XYL if 
she was not more respectful toward him. Quite 
unabashed she said that if he was not more 
careful she would be the one to tell me a 
few tales about him. Muriel, do you realise 
that you are the answer to my prayers, just tell 
me a teeny weeny tale-about him, in fact an 
iddly widdly tale will do quite nicely, just so 
I can expose that cad for the caddiest cad that 
he is, because I will never forgive him for 
christening me ‘‘Pansy.” Can I count on you 
Muriel? Attagirl. 


The XYL of John 5KX has not been enjoying 
the best of health at the time of writing and 
all hope that she is now quite OK. 5KB has 
not béen very active on the air lately and 
rumour has it that Peter has been using his 
spare time to construct a sooper dooper radio- 
gram. 5MS has had some good_contacts with 
G land and John Sheard (ex-5JA), who, in- 
cidentally, hopes to be home in September, 
and it would appear that as Stuart has moved 
his gear in by the fire there will be no.stop- 
ping him now. 

5TW is hotting up the r.f. end of his AR7 with 
an RL7 or at least that is his intention. Tom 
has had quite a few contacts on 40, and has 
almost been converted to 2, so ’tis said. 5CH 
has been playing around with a “hi-fi” audio 
amplifier but Claude has found time to build 
a new modulator for his 2 metre gear. 5FD_has 
almost completed his new home and as John 
is after the converter that he lent 5CJ, it would 
appear that he will be more active than he 
has been lately. 5KU has been heard a lot on 
40, but “Erg” is finding it difficult to pick out 
a clear spot on that band since the ZLs bobbed 
up on phone. 5CJ has purchased the 522 be- 
longing to 5KB and now has a good set-up on 
2 metres. Col burnt out a power tranny in 
his main rig and is naturally quieter than usual, 
and it would appear that moisture was the 
cause of the trouble. Thanks for the notes Col, 
and hope the family are well. 


I have been working on the front garden of 
the Parson’s homestead all this month and as 
the local council workers have been regrading 
the street, we have had quite a tussle to see 
just who could Jean on the shovel the longest 
without actually falling over. I struggled man- 
fully but their years of experience told in the 
end, and I had to bow to a superior shovel 
leaner. Ross Kelly went past one day and 
shouted out at the top of his voice, ‘‘Stop lean- 
ing on that shovel, you look like a union man,” 
much to the enjoyment of the council workers. 
J also think that he was responsible for all the 
council signs appearing overnight on my front 
fence, such as “slow down, men at work,” 
“poison sprayed here,” ‘detour, loose sur- 
face,” etc. 

The ways in which I receive information for 
these paragraphs are many and varied, but this 
month gave me another new way, to wit, a 
telegram from Berri addressed to me at the 
best broadcasting station in the State. For ob- 
vious reasons I will not mention the sender’s 
name, but it went as follows: “Miracle at 
Berri, Sjoberg (5SL) operating on 40 metres, 
never thought live to see it—Signed ‘The old 
man of the river’.’” Who was it Laurie? 


John 5BW has migrated to Broken Hill and 
will be found at the local broadcasting station, 
and will be heard with a VK2 call on the air. 
His unbounded enthusiasm will soon be directed 
toward various hobbies, and it is to be hoped 
that he has at last found his niche in the 
scheme of things. Best of luck John. 


Federal Executive has written to the VK5 
Division explaining the delay in the delivery 
of a further batch of certificates, and from the 
said letter it appears that they have been wait- 
ing for a new rubber stamp of the signature 
of the newly appointed President. In sheer 
desperation they have now stamped the cer- 
tificates with the old rubber stamp, and recip- 
ients of the certificates will now know why they 
are signed with the old President’s signature 
(of course he is young in years hi). As a com- 
mon uneducated member of the radio fraternity 
I would have thought that the new President 
could have signed the certificates with a pen 
and ink in less than ten minutes. Possibly 
someone will “whisper” this to Féderal Execu- 
tive some day. 

5KW has been very busy erecting a tower 
which only wants navigation lights on it to 
make it visible all over Australia. Ever so often, 
Harry can be seen perched on top of it, and 
only comes down when some broadcast Hstener 
tries to fasten an aerial on to it. 


5MH has also erected a metal tower, although 
.Fred intends to put a six metre beam on top 
very shortly. The recently built 6 metre Rx, 
after several tryouts, works like a charm, al- 
though the noise level is so low that it does 
not seem right. The trouble with some people 
is that they do not realise that they are such 
experts. 

Murray Nicholson is building his Tx so as to 
be ready to take the air at short notice, and if 
all is to be believed he is doing a very credit- 
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able job of the wiring. No call sign as yet, 
but it is expected at any time. \ 

5BC has been very inactive as far as Ham 
Radio is concerned, the reason being that he 
has had his car down giving it the annual 
overhaul. This does not bluff me howover, he 
is only waiting for the next contest to start 
to be well and truly in it. Hughie loves 
contests. 

In these days of rising prices and shortage 
of money, it gives me great pleasure to draw 
members’ attention to the strange fact disclosed 
at a recent Council meeting, to wit, that twenty 
years ago the VK5 Division was paying £200 
per annum for its meeting rooms as against 
£18 per annum today. That rocks you, 
doesn’t it. 


TASMANIA 


The July meeting was well atterided and the 
highlight of the evening was an _ auction sale, 
which was once again conducted by 7LE. A 
quantity of old stock radio components pro- 
cured from a local warehouse was the material 
under offer. This not only was an added source 
of revenue, but provided some amusing incidents 
during the evening. A crystal pick-up secured 
by 7BJ for a few shillings proved, on checking, 
unserviceable, much to Joe’s dismay, although 
a good samaritan came along out with a spare 
cartridge making our worthy friend happy once 
more. Due to the fact a number of members 
are unable to attend every meeting owing to 
shift work, etc., the gear offered was spread 
over two meetings, thus enabling everyone to 
have an equal chance. 

Seen in attendance was 7DW which is his 
first appearance since returning home, minus 
the famous pipe. Busily engaged in re-building 
a BC348 is 7DW, now threatening a return to 
20 and 40. Several members are intent in mak- 
ing tape recorders, those mainly interested are 
TAF, 7AJ, 7KA and 70M. Athol, as mentioned 
in previous notes, is still working on his unit 
and from every indication when cased, etc., 
this unit should be a pleasure to own. 


Preparation for the forthcoming “R.D.” Con- 
test is well under way at TKA with a new 100 
watter and believe it or not Ken is adding 
modulation which will be powered with zero 
bias 807s. A new member, although an old 
Ham, to be welcomed to the Institute is THB 
who resides at Richmond and should shortly 
be heard on 40; Harold, an ex-marine operator, 
will use 15-20 watts for a start and will be xtal 
controlled; Rx, nearly completed, is a double 
conversion nine tube super. 

Surprised to hear 7AJ on 40 lately, must be 
a while since Athol has worked any Ws, as 
he is losing his ‘‘Yankie’’ accent (pardon that 
one Athol, I just could not resist it). In a 
letter from 7CF, Charlie mentioned much hard 
work has caused some inactivity from his area 
although still listens to the news each Sunday. 
Believe is about to purchase a rig suitable for 
conversion to 144 Mc., which has been made 
available through the disposals section of the 
Institute. 

The best DX for the month worked in the 
southern area must be credited to TKA with a 
“Dw” being logged, which ultimately proved 
to be a W4. Sorry Ken, but I will agree band 
conditions were absolutely lousy, in fact I 
couldn’t copy at all. Heard lately was 7LJ 
working DX on 20 metres. Lon has reached 
well over the 100 country mark and from his 
signals, should have no trouble in working the 
most elusive DX. With Tx’s on 10, 20, 40 and 
80, 7SK should prove a great asset as far as 
the contest is concerned; Max runs full power 
on all four bands and with one of the ‘‘cheap’”’ 
AR88 Rx’s, should net-a good score which will 
help. Hope all the north, and particularly the 
north-western gang, will be available for the 
forthcoming contest. Trust TKB has made full 
arrangements to obviate the ten minute break, 
which he had to make last year, and hopes to 
top the Tasmanian score once more. 

78D having trouble with his re-built rig and 
vows will re-build again if things don’t right 
themselves. Temporarily, 144 Mc. transmissions 
have been terminated at T7MY. owing to his 
departure to the bush. Talking of bush, two 
country members seen in town were 7EJ and 
7AG, John was seen making enquiries regarding 
the new ‘750” Rx, which should be coming 
through shortly. 

In closing, members are reminded that llth 
August is the date for the Remembrance Day 
Contest, and it is the wish of the Institute to 
have a bigger and better participation from 
this Division. As the new scoring system was 
adopted mainly from recommendations from 
this State, every effort must be made so as a 
good score will result, so do the right thing even 
if you only can make a small score, it all adds 
up. Remember the thought behind it and let 
us make this an outstanding success. 


NORTHERN ZONE 


TREK is your scribe owing to 7XW being QRL. 
The June meeting saw quite a crowd at our 


very comfortable rooms in the quadrant. For- 
tunately, or rather I should say, by design, no 
lecture had been arranged as we had quite a 
Jot of business left over from previous meetings. 
Seems a very sound idea to leave theless 
important matters when a lecture is scheduled 
and have one night set aside for business only, 
to clean up the loose ends. We thrive on con- 
troversy here, so an evening’s business is al- 
ways entertaining. 

7LZ still pruning the 144 converter and well 
on the road to success; was very surprised to 
receive a QSL this week from OX3MG, worked 
in February, 1948, posted in 1949, received in 
1951; you work it out, I can’t. I’m still waiting 
for mine. 7AM on 144 consistently, but still 
working on the 7 Mc. rig. 7TBQ also keeping 
the v.h.f’s. alive as well as putting out the 
usual signal on 7 Mc. phone, Len’s quality on 
40 never varies and could be a good object 
lesson to some of the newer exponents of the 
game. THY well installed in the new QTH and 
getting the few kinks out of the 7 Mc. rig. 

TDS gracing the city a few days ago, is busy 
swotting for exams, best of luck Bill; hope to 
hear and see you more often when those ob- 
stacles are cleared. 7DB still busy building the 
new QTH and will be a mighty pleased man 
when he sees his name in the change of address 
column. 7TE paid us a visit last meeting, could 
do with your company more often Bill. 7XW 
providing a bit of publicity for us by writing 
some technical articles for ‘‘A.R.,” his last was 
entitled ‘“‘The Match-Maker,’ and momentarily 
I wondered if that was the reason he was too 
busy to pen these notes this month. We have 
quite a band of associates here now all very 
keen and may I be permitted to repeat what I 
said here some many months ago, remember 
the associate membership is the stepping stone 
to full membership, so go to it boys. Here at 
7RK things have been fairly quiet, temporarily 
gave 288 Mc. away when I found how much 
the p.p. 7193s drifted, so built a new b.c. set 
instead. 


HAMADS 


9d. per line, minimum 2/-. 


Advertisements under this heading will only be 
accepted from Institute Members who desire to 
dispose of equipment which is their own per- 
sonal property. Copy must be received by 8th of 
the month, and remittance must accompany 
advertisement. Calculation of cost is based on 
an average of six words a line. Dealers’ adver- 
tisements not accepted in this column. 


FOR SALE.—Eddystone “640”. Con- 
dition as new, £60 or best offer. K. 
Pon beres 14 Glyde St., Mosman Park, 


FOR SALE.—FS6 Transceiver, com- 
plete as new. What offers? Apply E. 
Gray, 218 North Rd., E. Brighton, Vic. 


FOR SALE.—Ham gear, test meters 
and parts. Complete sale of all compon- 
ents. Write for list of parts and prices 
to A. Thompson, 12 Rose St., W. Bruns- 
wick; Vic. 


FOR SALE.—Two brand new FSé6s, 
cables, power supplies, spare vibrators, 
new valves (not disposals), £18 each. 
K. V. Scott, Maffra, Vic. 


SELL.—AR7 with all units, accessor- 
ies, coils, in rack. Good order and ap- 
pearance. Offers? A. H. Hinkler, 249 
Buckland Rd., Wavell Hts., Brisbane. 


SELL.—829B R.C.A. boxed, unused 
(not disposals), £6/15/-. Shielded 
U.S.A. socket, new 12/6. Transformer: 
1400 volts a side, tapped at 1000, 400 Ma. 
(not disposals), £4. Adrian Miller, 14 
Vernon St., Croydon, Vic. (Croy. 508 or 
—working hours—FA 8971). 


WANTED.— Coil Boxes for National, 
H.R.O. In order preferred! D. W. Tacey, 
Woodend Theatre, Box 7, Woodend, Vic. 


WANTED.—H.R.O. 10 and 80 Metre 
Coil Boxes; also xtal. R. Fleming, 25 
Westgate St., Oakleigh, Vic. 
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BRITISH “WODEN” 
Multimateh Modulation Transformers 


COMPARE THESE POINTS:— 


@ UNIVERSAL APPLICATION FOR ANY COMBINATION OF TUBES AND OPERATING 
CONDITIONS. 


@ HEAVY CORE AND COILS, VACUUM IMPREGNATED, AND ENCLOSED IN STRONG 
STEEL CAN FILLED WITH SPECIAL HIGH VOLTAGE INSULATING COMPOUND 
ENSURES SILENT OPERATION AND LONG LIFE. 


@ EASY-TO-SOLDER CONNECTION TAGS ARE HEAVILY SILVER PLATED, AND THE 
UNIVERSAL MOUNTING ALLOWS ABOVE OR BELOW CHASSIS WIRING. 


Write for full details of Impedance Range. 


Audio R.F. Input Max. Sec. Overall Nett Price 
List No. Watts Watts Current Size Weight Inc. Tax 
Tis W. dal lbs. ozs. 
UM1 rah BOe cen GO! 38% WORM: ca. ig Se Sa x Bar ow a) or a £5/8/6 
UM2 a GO as 120... 200 Ma... ~=-54” x 44” x 52”... Lil? oe ie £1/T/- 
WMS". 220 ... 240 ~~ 250) Mat bee Mbae ee 5a ce © 4 8 ue £9/1/9 
WE ALSO CARRY COMPREHENSIVE STOCKS OF:— 
@ BULGIN AND BELLING & LEE COMPONENTS. @ EDDYSTONE RECEIVERS AND COMPONENT PARTS. 
@ LABGEAR TRANSMITTING EQUIPMENT. @ A. & R. TRANSFORMERS, CHOKES—Power and Audio. 
: : 5 — ' : 
WILLIAM WILLIS & CO. PTY. LID. 
P — eT ee ae : 
Established over 80 Years. 428 BOURKE ST... MELB... C.1 Phone: MU 2426 
Satna aa ae a aaa aes eee ee amp 
a 
a i 
z a 
; 
: 
1 . . + . . ° edgege es " 
A Fine Communication Receiver with all Price $66/6/6 : 
; Modern Developments at a Low Price. PLUS SALES TAX 
: 7 : 
i 5 
. . a 
; + oe Se = == Distributed by: 4 
@ VICTORIA: J. H. MAGRATH & Co., : 
F ” oe ittle onsdale ag elbourne. 
‘ * 30 Me. to 620 Sf tne, @ WILLIAM WILLIS & CO., 428 Bourke , 
+ Metres. es : Hittin fee sapopie Melbourne. h 
i a i : @ N.S.W.: JOHN MARTIN PTY. LTD, » 
a : ; £ 116-116 Clarence Street, Sydney. a 
* %& 450 Ke. LF’s. z @ Q’LAND: CHANDLERS PTY. LTD., a 
hy : Cr. Albert & Charlotte Sts., Brisbane. 
* & Excellent band- Er a Hay ‘St ‘Porth, and 397 tae aS 
3 eS F ie BE: algoorlie. 1 
spread for Am E ae ee ;  @ ATKINS (W.A.) LTD., 894 Hay St., 
e ateur use. are Perth. 4 
cas er ie ii @ SOUTH AUS.: GERARD & GOODMAN : 
h va a as ie f : LTD., 192-196 Rundle St., Adelaide. : 
" * Sensitive RF. a : @ TAS.: W. & G. GENDERS PTY. LTD., " 
‘ Gay 53 Cameron St., Launceston, and Liv- 5 
a bias Beg taee erpool Street, Hobart. 5 
: NOW AVAILABLE @ LAWRENCE & HANSON (ELEC) A] 
2 PTY. LTD., 120 Collins Street, Hobart. Pa 
* A Re as a ae @ NOYES BROS. LTD., 36 Argyle Street, * 
t obart. 
4 4, 
' a 
" Aust. Factory Representatives: R. H. Cunningham Pty. Ltd., 62 Stanhope St., Malvern, Vic. (UY 6274) ‘ 
1 a 
Lc s 
oy gg a ne Pn hh a a a lh an 
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AEGIS MANUPRACTURING COMPANY PTY. LID. 


MELB.: Lawrence & Hanson Electrical Pty. Ltd.; Replacement Parts Pty. Ltd.; Vealls Electrical and Radio Pty. Ltd.; Home- 
crafts Pty. Ltd.; J. H. Magrath & Co. Pty. Ltd.; John Martin Elect. & Radio Co.; Warburton Franki Ltd.; A. H. Gibson 
Elect. Pty. Ltd.; Motor Spares Ltd.; A. G. Healing Ltd.; Hartleys Ltd.; Aus. General Electric; Amal. Wireless A/asia Ltd. 


SYD.: John Martin Pty. Ltd.; Geo. Brown & Co. Pty. Ltd.; Fox & Macgillycuddy Ltd.; Aust. General Elect. Pty. Ltd.; 
Dominion Facters Pty. Ltd.; Homecrafts Pty. Ltd.; Radio Despatch Service; Davis Radio Co.; Elect. Parts Pty. Ltd.; 


Lawrence & Hanson Electrical Pty. Ltd. (Sydney and Newcastle); Homecrafts (Newcastle); Bloch & Gerber Ltd.; 
Boyts Radio and Electrical. 


ADEL.: Geo. Factor (Factory Rep.); Newton Maclaren Ltd.; A. G. Healing Ltd.; Harris, Scarfe Ltd.; Oliver J. Nilsen & Co. 
Ltd.; Gerard & Gcodman Ltd.; Unebaun & Johnstone Ltd.; Radio Elect. Wholesalers Ltd.; Clarksons Ltd. 3 


PERTH: Nicholsons Ltd.; A. G. Wyle. 
Chandlers Pty. Ltd.; B. Martin Pty. Lid.; Crouch & Connah Pty. Ltd. 


TAS.: Lawrence & Hanson Elect. Pty. Ltd. (Hobart, Launceston); W. & G. Genders Pty. Ltd. (Hobart, Launceston, Burnie); 
= Noyes Bros. Ltd. (Launceston); Homecrafts AORN Hobart, Burnie); Gordon A. W. Wood (Launceston). 


 ————————————— 


